
2 mass shootings in less than 24 hours shock U.S.; 29 killed 


By The Associated Press 

It took just 30 seconds in 
Ohio and zero bullets in 
Texas for officers to stop 
two mass shooters this 
weekend, but not before 
29 people were killed and 
about 50 injured in less 
than 24 hours. 

Officers gunned down fhe 
Ohio shoofer at the door¬ 
step of a bar-turned-hid- 
ing place in the middle of 
Dayton’s nightclub district, 
and arrested the El Paso 
shooter as hundreds fled 
a crowded shopping cen¬ 
ter. Though the two attacks 
staggered a nation accus¬ 
tomed to gun violence, 
the bigger shock may 
have been that the death 
toll wasn't worse. 

In the Texas border city of 
El Paso, a gunman opened 
fire Saturday morning in 
a shopping area packed 
with thousands of people 
during the busy back-to- 
school season. 



Continued on Page 3 Mourners gather at a vigil following a nearby mass shooting, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in Dayton, Ohio. 
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Blackjewel's coal assets sold at auction; hearing Monday 


By JOHN RABY 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — 

Contura Energy has made 
a successful bid at an auc¬ 
tion for the assets of three 
Blackjewel LLC coal mines, 
including two of the top 
producers in the country. 
The results are subject 
to a federal bankruptcy 
judge’s approval Monday 
in Charleston. The judge 
ordered the parties to post 
the outcome by a Sunday 
morning deadline after he 
had heard nothing when 
the auction went into a 
third day Saturday. 

Bristol, Tennessee-based 
Contura Energy’s $33.75 
million bid was an increase 
from its original offer of 
$20.6 million as the stalking 
horse bidder for the Eagle 
Butte and Belle Ayr mines in 
Wyoming and Pax Surface 
Mine in Scarbro, West Vir¬ 
ginia. They’ve been closed 
since Blackjewel filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection July 1. 

Successful bids totaling 
$59.44 million also were 
made for Milton, West Vir¬ 
ginia-based Blackjewel's 
other eastern U.S. assets. 
The results did not indicate 
how many mines would 
reopen and potentially 
enable hundreds of idled 
miners to return to work. 
Contura Energy did not im¬ 
mediately reply to an email 
seeking comment. 

In a statement, Blackjewel 
said it “believes the pro¬ 
posed transactions gener¬ 
ate the maximum value 



Blackjewel’s 401 (k) em¬ 
ployee retirement plan 
would be terminated un¬ 
der the proposal, allowing 
workers whose paychecks 
have bounced to have 
immediate access to their 
contributions. 

Blackjewel holds the license 
to mine coal in Wyoming 
while Contura, a company 
created out of the 2015 



In this March 28, 2017, file photo, 
near Gillette, Wyo. 

possible for each of Black- 
jewel's assets, provide a 
path to reestablishing safe, 
sustainable operations 
and, importantly get the 
majority of our employees 
back to work.” 

The auction came af¬ 
ter miners who said they 
hadn’t been paid by Black¬ 
jewel recently blocked the 
transport of coal along 
train tracks near Cumber¬ 
land, Kentucky. Knoxville- 
based Kopper Glo Mining 
LLC was the highest bidder 
at $7.55 million for the Black 
Mountain property where 
those miners worked along 
with Blackjewel’s Lone 
Mountain complex along 


a dump truck hauls coal at Contura Energy's Eagle Butte Mine 


the Virginia-Kentucky line. 
Bids also were made for 
Blackjewel's other Virginia 
and Kentucky properties. 
Blackjewel's statement 
said most of its eastern 
mines “will be acquired 
by proven operators with 
experience in the Appala¬ 
chian region. 

“Blackjewel expects the 
new owners will provide ad- 
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ditional information about 
their go-forward plans at 
each property after the 
sales are complete." 
Contura's offer included 
an $8.1 million deposit to¬ 
ward the purchase to be 
applied to cash-strapped 
Blackjewel’s expenses. 
Contura would acquire the 
assets without assuming 
Blackjewel's liens. 


bankruptcy of Alpha Nat¬ 
ural Resources, holds the 
state mine permits. Black¬ 
jewel recently missed a $1 
million tax payment owed 
to Campbell County, Wyo¬ 
ming — one of Blackjewel's 
largest creditors. 

Contura had sold the Wyo¬ 
ming mines to Blackjewel 
in 2017. They were among 
the top-producing coal 
mines in the U.S. 

Blackjewel follows other 
major U.S. coal producers 
that have filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy protection in recent 
years, including Engle¬ 
wood, Colorado-based 
Westmoreland Coal Co. in 
October and Gillette, Wy¬ 
oming-based Cloud Peak 
Energy in May. An auction 
for Cloud Peak is set for 
Thursday. The company 
is selling its assets to cover 
nearly $400 million in out¬ 
standing debt.Q 


Aide: Senator Mitch McConnell 
trips, breaks shoulder in Kentucky 

the 77-year-old McCon¬ 
nell is working from home 
in Louisville and “will con¬ 
tinue to work from home” 
for now. 

The statement didn’t 
elaborate on where he 
received help or what 
treatment he received or 
the expected time need¬ 
ed for recovery. A McCo¬ 
nnell spokesman didn’t 
immediately return a tele¬ 
phone message Sunday 
evening. 

The statement said Mc¬ 
Connell has expressed his 
sympathies to the people 
of El Paso, Texas, and 
Dayton, Ohio, following 
the recent mass shoot¬ 
ings in those communities 
and that he had been 
in touch with two Sen¬ 
ate colleagues for those 
states.Q 



In this Saturday, Aug. 3, 2019 photo. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., addresses the audience gathered at 
the Fancy Farm Picnic in Fancy Farm, Ky. 
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 

U.S. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
is recovering at home in 
Kentucky after suffering 
a shoulder fracture in a 
fall Sunday, a spokesman 
said. 

McConnell tripped on 


his outdoor patio at his 
Louisville home Sunday 
morning, and has been 
treated and released af¬ 
ter getting medical at¬ 
tention, said David Popp, 
a spokesman for the Ken¬ 
tucky Republican. Popp’s 
emailed statement said 
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2 mass shootings in less than 24 hours shock U.S.; 29 killed 


Continued from Front 

The attack killed 20 and 
wounded more than two 
dozen, many of them criti¬ 
cally. Hours later in Dayton, 
Ohio, a gunman wearing 
body armor and carrying 
extra magazines opened 
fire in a popular nightlife 
area, killing nine and injur¬ 
ing at least 26 people. 

The attacks came less than 
a week after a 19-year-old 
gunman killed three peo¬ 
ple and injured 13 others 
at the popular Gilroy Garlic 
Festival in California before 
dying of a self-inflicted gun¬ 
shot wound. 

The El Paso shooting was 
being investigated as a 
possible hate crime as au¬ 
thorities worked to confirm 
whether a racist, anti-im¬ 
migrant screed posted on¬ 
line shortly beforehand was 
written by the man arrest¬ 
ed. The border city is home 
to 680,000 people, many of 
them Latino. 

El Paso authorities offered 
few details about the as¬ 
sault, but Police Chief Greg 
Allen described the scene 
as “horrific” and said many 
of the 26 people who were 
hurt had life-threatening in¬ 
juries. 

In Dayton, the bloodshed 
was likely limited by the 
swift police response. Of¬ 
ficers patrolling the area 
took just 30 seconds to stop 
the shooting, which unfold¬ 
ed around 1 a.m. on the 
streets of the downtown 
Oregon District, Mayor Nan 
Whaley said. 

Video released by police 
shows 24-year-old Con¬ 
nor Betts being shot down 
by officers, just steps away 
from entering a bar filled 


with hiding patrons. Had 
police not responded so 
quickly, “hundreds of peo¬ 
ple in the Oregon District 
could be dead today," 
Whaley said. 

Betts’ 22-year-old sister, 
Megan Betts, was among 
those killed in Dayton. 
Authorities identified the El 
Paso suspect as 21-year- 
old Patrick Crusius from Al¬ 
len, a Dallas suburb which 
is a nearly 10-hour drive 
from El Paso. 

El Paso Mayor Dee Margo 
said he knew the shooter 
was not from his city. 

“It's not what we’re 
about,” the mayor said at 
a news conference with 
Gov. Greg Abbott and the 
police chief. 

President Donald Trump 
denounced both shoot¬ 
ings, saying “hate has no 
place in our country." Ad¬ 
dressing reporters in Mor¬ 
ristown, New Jersey, the 
president said Sunday that 
“we’re going to take care” 
of the problem. He said 
he’s been speaking to the 
attorney general, the FBI 
director and members of 
Congress and will make an 
additional statement Mon¬ 
day. 

Trump also pointed to a 
mental illness problem in 
the U.S., calling the shoot¬ 
ers “really very seriously 
mentally ill.” 

Democratic presidential 
candidate and former 
Texas congressman Beto 
O’Rourke, who is from El 
Paso and was at a candi¬ 
date forum Saturday in Las 
Vegas, appeared shaken 
after receiving news of the 
shooting in his hometown. 
He said he heard early re¬ 
ports that the shooter might 


have had a military-style 
weapon, saying we need 
to “keep that (expletive) 
on the battlefield. Do not 
bring it into our communi¬ 
ties.” The shootings were 
the 21st and 22nd mass 
killings of 2019 in the U.S., 
according to the AP/USA 
Today/Northeastern Uni¬ 
versity mass murder data¬ 
base that tracks homicides 
where four or more people 
killed — not including the 
offender. 

Including the two latest 
attacks, 125 people had 
been killed in the 2019 
shootingsO 



Police officers walk by shopping carts at the scene of a mass 
shooting at a shopping complex Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in El 
Paso, Texas. 

Associated Press 
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2020 Democrats lay blame on Trump’s rhetoric for shootings 


By HUNTER WOODALL and 
HOPE YEN 


Associated Press 


President Donald Trump, with first lady Melania Trump, speaks to the media before boarding Air 
Force One in Morristown, N.J., Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 


MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) — 

Democratic presidential 
candidates sought to lay 
blame Sunday on President 
Donald Trump following a 
pair of mass shootings in 
Ohio and Texas, saying his 
language against minori¬ 
ties promotes racial division 
and violence. 

At public events and on 
television, several candi¬ 
dates pointed to a need 
for more gun restrictions, 
such as universal back¬ 
ground checks. But they 
directed much of their criti¬ 
cism at Trump, seeking to 
draw a link between the 
shootings in Dayton and El 
Paso that have left more 
than two dozen dead 
and months of presidential 
rhetoric against immigrants 
and people of color. 

“There is complicity in the 
president’s hatred that un¬ 
dermines the goodness and 
the decency of Americans 
regardless of what party,” 
New Jersey Sen. Cory Book¬ 
er said. “To say nothing in a 
time of rising hatred, it’s not 
enough to say that ‘I’m not 
a hate monger myself.’ If 


you are not actively work¬ 
ing against hate, calling 
it out, you are complicit in 
what is going on." 

South Bend Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg said confronting 
white nationalist terrorism 
would be embarrassing for 
a president who “helped 
stoke many of these feel¬ 
ings in this country to be¬ 


gin with.” “At best, he’s 
condoning and encour¬ 
aging white nationalism,” 
Buttigieg said. “We have 
a president of the United 
States who has chosen to 
use his words in a way that 
have been about selling 
hate and division among 
us,” she told reporters be¬ 
fore attending services at a 
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black church in Las Vegas. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders 
opened a town hall meet¬ 
ing with a moment of si¬ 
lence and by calling for uni¬ 
versal background checks 
for firearms purchases and 
more restrictions on assault 
weapons. 

“Assault weapons are de¬ 
signed for one reason. They 
are military weapons. And I 
don’t have to explain that 
to the people in Las Vegas 
who experienced the worst 
gun tragedy in the history 
of this country,” Sanders 
said. He urged Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell to call senators back 
to Washington, saying the 
Senate should “have a 
special session to address 
gun violence in America 
and let us finally have the 
courage to take on the 
NRA.” 

He also called out the pres¬ 
ident. 

“I say to President Trump, 
please stop the racist anti¬ 
immigrant rhetoric," he 
said. “Stop the hatred in 
this country which is cre¬ 
ating the kind of violence 
that we see.” 

The call for McConnell 
to bring senators back to 
deal with gun violence was 
echoed by other candi¬ 
dates, including Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren. 

“We should vote within 48 
hours on the two back¬ 
ground check bills that 
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have already passed the 
House,” Warren said. “It's 
not everything we need 
to do on gun safety, but 
we could take important 
steps, and we could dem¬ 
onstrate to the American 
people that the gun manu¬ 
facturers are not the ones 
who are calling the shots in 
Washington.” 

The candidates and Sen¬ 
ate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer calling for 
the Senate to come back 
may not get their wish. Mc¬ 
Connell fell and fractured 
his shoulder Sunday at 
home in Kentucky. 

On Sunday, Trump tweeted 
praise of law enforcement 
and said that “information 
is rapidly being accumu¬ 
lated in Dayton” and that 
“much has already be 
learned in El Paso.” 

“Hate has no place in our 
country, and we're going 
to take care of it,” Trump 
declared before board¬ 
ing Air Force One for the 
flight back to Washington 
from New Jersey, where 
he spent the weekend. 
While connecting “hate" 
and mental illness to the 
shootings, Trump made no 
direct mention of gun laws, 
a factor brought up by 
Democratic officials and 
those seeking their party’s 
nomination to challenge 
Trump's reelection next 
year. 

He tried to assure Ameri¬ 
cans he was dealing with 
the problem and defend¬ 
ed his administration in 
light of criticism following 
the latest in a string of mass 
shootings. “We have done 
much more than most ad¬ 
ministrations,” he said, with¬ 
out elaboration. “We have 
done actually a lot. But 
perhaps more needs to be 
done.” 

In El Paso, authorities were 
investigating whether the 
attack was a hate crime 
after the emergence of 
a racist, anti-immigrant 
screed that was posted 
online shortly beforehand. 
Detectives sought to de¬ 
termine if it was written by 
the man who was arrested. 
The border city has figured 
prominently in the immigra¬ 
tion debate and is home 
to 680,000 people, most of 
them Latino. □ 
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Man who sent pipe bombs to 
Clinton, CNN faces sentencing 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Flor¬ 
ida man who created a 
two-week crisis by mailing 
16 packages of inopera¬ 
tive pipe bombs packed 
with fireworks powder and 
shards of glass to 13 famous 
Democrafs and CNN is 
scheduled fo learn his pun¬ 
ishment Monday. 

Defense lawyers urge leni¬ 
ency, saying Cesar Sayoc, 
burdened as a child by 
severe learning disabili¬ 
ties, was living alone in a 
cramped van and work¬ 
ing as a strip club DJ and a 
pizza deliveryman in West 
Palm Beach when he be¬ 
came “increasingly obses¬ 
sive, paranoid and angry" 
and believed enemies of 
President Donald Trump 
were trying to hurt him and 
other Trump supporters. 
Prosecutors say a life sen¬ 
tence is “necessary and 
appropriate” after Sayoc 
caused “widespread fear 
and panic” with his boxes 
in the days before the 2018 
midterm elections. None of 
the packages exploded. 

His targets included Hill¬ 
ary Clinton, former Vice 
President Joe Biden, sev¬ 
eral members of Congress, 
former President Barack 
Obama and actor Robert 
De Niro. Devices were also 
mailed to CNN offices in 
New York and Atlanta. 

U.S. District Judge Jed S. 
Rakoff will order 57-year- 
old Sayoc to serve at least 
10 years in prison, the man¬ 
datory minimum required 
by his plea to 65 charges, 
including 16 counts each 
of using a weapon of mass 
destruction, interstate 
transportation of an explo¬ 
sive, threatening interstate 
communications and ille¬ 
gal mailing of explosives. 
Prosecutors say Sayoc's de¬ 


vices, though not capable 
of functioning as designed, 
were still able to explode 
and were responsible for 
shutting down parts of sev¬ 
eral major metropolitan ar¬ 
eas, including train stations, 
schools and postal facili¬ 
ties. They say he has not ful¬ 
ly accepted responsibility 
and that his claims that his 
packages were a “hoax” 
are “simply false.” 

“The defendant appears 
to regret facing potential 
punishment, but not what 
he did and the harm that 
his attack caused,” pros¬ 
ecutors said in court pa¬ 
pers. “His large-scale at¬ 
tack triggered massive law 
enforcement response and 
crippled parts of several 
major metropolitan areas. 
... The defendant terror¬ 
ized the public and placed 
thousands of individuals in 
harm’s way.” 

In their pre-sentence ar¬ 
guments for leniency, de¬ 
fense lawyers wrofe fhaf 
Sayoc was suffering from 
“delusional beliefs" fueled 
by large doses of sferoids 
when he decided “to try 
to intimidate and scare 
Trump’s perceived ene¬ 
mies.” 

They urged Rakoff to sen¬ 
tence Sayoc to the man¬ 
datory 10 years in prison 
and one additional month. 
Sayoc has been housed at 
the Metropolitan Correc¬ 
tional Center in Manhat¬ 
tan since he was brought 
to New York after his Oct. 
26 arrest. He had been liv¬ 
ing in a van plastered with 
Trump stickers and images 
of Trump opponents with 
crosshairs over their faces. 
“He is sorry for fhe fear he 
caused across the country 
and has drafted personal¬ 
ized letters of apology to 
each of the victims in this 
case. He knows what he 
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did was wrong, and he 
wishes more than anything 
he could go back in time 
and act differently,” the 
lawyers wrote, saying he 
is still mentally ill and strug¬ 
gling but is redeemable 
and able to change. 

They blamed his actions in 
part on his use of “an ex¬ 
tremely large dose of ste¬ 
roids” that he took to bulk 
up for his new job at the 
Ultra strip club. They said 
the steroids left him feeling 
invincible and made him 
“pathologically obsessed” 
with perceived actions by 
some Democrats. 

Sayoc has said repeatedly 
that his packages would 
not have exploded and 
he never intended to in¬ 
jure anyone. An FBI analysis 
concluded they would not 
have worked. □ 


This Aug. 30, 2015, file photo released by the Broward County 
Sheriff’s Office shows Cesar Sayoc in Miami. 

Associated Press 
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Cummings urges Trump to ‘come to Baltimore’ 



Congressman Elijah Cummings speaks at the grand opening of the McCullough Street Nature Play 
Space in West Baltimore on Saturday, Aug. 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre¬ 
spondent 

BALTIMORE (AP) — Mary¬ 
land Rep. Elijah Cummings 
took the high road in invit¬ 
ing President Donald Trump 
and other Americans to 
visit Baltimore but declin¬ 
ing to respond in kind to 
the barrage of presidential 
tweets and comments dis¬ 
paraging him and the ma¬ 
jority-black city he has long 
represented. 

“We are a great commu¬ 
nity,” Cummings, the chair¬ 
man of a powerful House 
committee investigating 
the administration, said 
Saturday in his first public 
remarks about the contro¬ 
versy as he participated 
in the opening of a small 
neighborhood park near 
his home. 

Community leaders and 
residents gathered to cut 
the ribbon on a pocket of 
greenery and flowers, built 
from what had been a va¬ 
cant lot often used as a 
dumping ground for trash. 
“Come to Baltimore. Do 
not just criticize us, but 
come to Baltimore and I 
promise you, you will be 
welcomed,” he said. 
Cummings said he doesn't 
have time for those who 
criticize the city where he 
grew up but wants to hear 
from people willing to help 
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make the community bet¬ 
ter. He noted the outpour¬ 
ing of support he has re¬ 
ceived, the thousands of 
emails, and the presence 
at the event of leaders from 
the University of Maryland's 
medical center, founda¬ 
tions and businesses. He 
wore a hat and polo shirt of 
Under Armour, the popular 
apparel maker headquar¬ 
tered in Baltimore. 

Asked directly by reporters 
afterward if there would 
be a meeting with Trump, 
the congressman said he’d 
love to see Trump in the 
city. 

“The president is welcome 
to our district,” he said. 

In a weeklong series of at¬ 
tacks, Trump called the 
Baltimore district a “rat and 
rodent infested mess” and 
complained about Cum¬ 
mings, whose district in¬ 
cludes key parts of the city. 
The president widened his 
attack on other cities he 


did not name but com¬ 
plained are run by Demo¬ 
crats. His comments were 
widely seen as a race-cen¬ 
tered attack on big cities 
with minority populations. 
Cummings’ comments 
Saturday came at anoth¬ 
er pivotal juncture for the 
administration, as half of 
House Democrats now say 
they favor launching an im¬ 
peachment inquiry against 
Trump. It’s a threshold that 
pushes renewed focus on 
the issue, even though 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi has declined to move 
ahead with proceedings 
unless there is a greater 
groundswell, including in 
public opinion. 

Cummings, whose Over¬ 
sight and Reform Commit¬ 
tee is one of the six House 
committees investigating 
the Trump administration, 
said Saturday he was not 
yet ready to support im¬ 
peachment. 


“There may well come a 
time when impeachment 
is appropriate,” he told 
reporters. But for now, he 
said, he agrees with Pelosi’s 
approach and said that his 
committee would continue 
its investigations. “I'm trying 
to be fair to him,” he said. 
“That’s why we need to do 
our research.” 

Under sunny skies, with a 
light breeze, the neighbor¬ 
hood situated in a historic 
part of West Baltimore of¬ 
fered another view of a 
city that struggled long 
before Trump's disparag¬ 
ing tweets, a once-gilded 
American seaport now 
confronted with other 
problems. 

Leaders from the commu¬ 
nity spoke of the region’s 
historic segregation in hous¬ 
ing and how that legacy 
impacted neighborhoods. 
Cummings recounted the 
city’s famous residents, in¬ 
cluding the late Thurgood 


Marshall, a justice of the 
Supreme Court, and Ta-Ne- 
hisi Coates, a noted black 
scholar who testified re¬ 
cently in Congress on repa¬ 
rations for slavery. The con¬ 
gressman also gave a nod 
to his own family’s history, 
his parents arriving from a 
Southern state to build a 
better life for their children, 
and his ascent from the 
community to law school 
and the halls of Congress 
for two decades. 

To residents, especially 
young people, he said, “Let 
no one define you.” 
Residents said they were 
heartened by the attention 
being paid to Baltimore, 
and they too urged the 
White House to consider 
the way the president's 
comments may land in a 
community. 

Jackie Cornish, a founder 
of the Druid Heights com¬ 
munity development cor¬ 
poration more than 40 
years ago, said she hoped 
Trump and Cummings 
could put their collective 
power together and work 
for the good of the city. 
While she feels the presi¬ 
dent has “disrespected our 
congressman as well as 
disrespected our city," she 
also said: “We still respect 
our president. As long as 
he’s president, we're trying 
to lift him up.” 

Amos Gaskins, who lives 
across the street from the 
park and stepped out to 
greet Cummings, said the 
congressman has been 
through a lot and added, 
“He's doing a great job, a 
beautiful job.” 

“We’re not what you call a 
dirty city and a dirty peo¬ 
ple,” Gaskins said. “Donald 
Trump shouldn’t have said 
that. That's uncalled for.”Q 
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3 family members killed in California sea cliff collapse 



Search and rescue personnel work at the site of a cliff collapse 
at a popular beach Friday, Aug. 2, 2019, in Encinitas, Calif. 

Associated Press 


ENCINITAS, Calif. (AP) — 

Three women killed when a 
Southern California sea cliff 
collapsed were members 
of a family gathered on a 
beach to celebrate one 
of them having survived 
breast cancer, authorities 
and relatives said Saturday. 
Anne Clave, 35, and her 
mother, Julie Davis, 65, 
died at hospitals after tons 
of sandstone were un¬ 
leashed Friday at Grand¬ 
view Beach, the San Diego 
County Medical Examiner 
said. A family email ob¬ 
tained Saturday by KNSD- 
TV identified the third victim 
as Elizabeth Cox, Clave's 
aunt. 

The victims were part of a 
family gathering celebrat¬ 
ing Cox surviving breast 
cancer, the email said. 

Cox died instantly at the 
scene, the email said. Her 
age wasn’t given. 

Clave “enriched the lives 
of all those around her with 
the joy and fun she brought 
to all," the email said, and 
Davis was an “incredible 
grandmother.” 

The three women leave 
behind spouses, children, 
and many members of 
their extended families, the 
news station reported. 

“The nature of the acci¬ 
dent and the loss is incom¬ 
prehensible to all of us, our 
children and those around 
us,” the email said. 

Officials on Saturday re¬ 
opened much of the pop¬ 
ular surf beach that was 
closed following the trag¬ 
edy. 

Encinitas Lifeguard Capt. 
Larry Giles said a lifeguard 
was posted near the col¬ 
lapse zone, which is still 
marked by yellow caution 
tape. Someone left a bou¬ 
quet of flowers on a nearby 
rock. 

A 30-foot-long slab of the 
cliff plunged onto the sand 
Friday afternoon north of 
downtown San Diego. 
Geologists were on scene 
Saturday assessing the 
area around the collapse 
zone. Homes on top of the 
cliff were in no immediate 
danger, Giles said. 

A lifeguard reported feel¬ 
ing and hearing the thud 
as the dense dirt landed on 
the beach. 

“It just happened to take 


place outside his periph¬ 
eral (vision),” Giles said, 
noting that the lifeguard 
had his eyes trained on the 
water. 

Lifeguards and beachgo- 
ers scrambled to the tow¬ 
ering pile of debris — es¬ 
timated to weigh tens of 
thousands of pounds — to 
help search for victims. 

“I saw first responders, and 
I saw lifeguards frantically 
digging people out of the 
debris,” Jim Pepperdine, 
who lives nearby, told the 
San Diego Union-Tribune. 
Pepperdine said he saw 
people trying to resuscitate 
a woman before her body 
was covered. 

The woman died at the 
scene, and two more peo¬ 
ple later died at hospitals. 
Another person was taken 
to a hospital, and a person 
who had minor injuries was 
treated at the scene, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Authorities said they were 
all adults. 

Search dogs were brought 
in to hunt for other possible 
victims, and a skip load¬ 
er was used to move the 
dense, heavy debris. No 
other victims were found. 
Suburbs north of San Diego 
have long contended with 
rising water levels in the 
Pacific Ocean that pres¬ 
sure bluffs along the coast. 
Some are fortified with con¬ 
crete walls to prevent mul- 
timillion-dollar homes from 
falling into the sea. 

Long stretches of beach 
in Encinitas are narrow 
strips of sand between stiff 
waves and towering rock 
walls. People lounging on 
beach chairs or blankets 
are sometimes surprised as 
waves roll past them and 
within a few feet of the 
walls. 

Grandview Beach can be 
reached by wooden stairs 
from a parking lot above. 
It is fairly narrow, with tides 
high this week. Surfers of¬ 
ten lay their boards upright 
against the bluff. 

Cliffside collapses are not 
unusual as the ocean 
chews away at the base of 
the sandstone, authorities 
said. Some beach areas 
have been marked with 
signs warning of slide dan¬ 
gers. 

Several people have died 


or been injured over the 
years in bluff collapses. 
Bluffs give way four to eight 
times a year in Southern 
California, but “nothing of 
this magnitude," said Brian 
Ketterer, southern field di¬ 


vision chief of California 
State Parks. 

“This is a naturally erod¬ 
ing coastline," Giles said. 
“There's really no rhyme or 
reason, but that’s what it 
does naturally."0 
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Uganda begins largest trial of experimental Ebola vaccine 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) 

— Researchers in Uganda 
have launched the largest- 
ever trial of the experimen¬ 
tal Ebola vaccine that is ex¬ 
pected to be deployed in 
neighboring Congo, where 
a deadly outbreak has 
killed over 1,800 people. 
The trial of the Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals vaccine 
involves up to 800 people 
in the western district of 
Mbarara and is supported 
by Doctors without Borders 
and the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Med¬ 
icine. 

Pontiano Kaleebu, a Ugan¬ 
dan researcher who leads 
the trial, said Friday that 
he regrets that the Janssen 
vaccine has not yet been 
deployed in Congo. 

The health minister there 
who stepped down last 



People wash their hands at the Congo side of the Poids Lourd checkpoint at the border between 
Congo and Rwanda, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Maldives’ ex-vice president who fled to 
India brought back 


Associated Press 

MALE, Maldives (AP) — A former vice presi¬ 
dent of Maldives who was arrested after 
fleeing to neighboring India to avoid ques¬ 
tioning over the alleged embezzlement of 
state funds was brought back to Maldives 
on Sunday night. 

India had refused entry to former Vice 
President Ahmed Adeeb on Thursday and 
later Maldives police confirmed that they 
have arrested him and returned him to 
Maldives. 

Late night on Sunday, Adeeb was brought 
to Male, the capital of Maldives in a navy 
ship and was taken to the police head¬ 
quarters. Adeeb had fled Maldives and ar¬ 
rived by boat at southern India’s Tuticorin 
port on Thursday seeking asylum there. But 
Indian authorities said they did not allow 
him to enter the country because he did 
not possess valid documents and he was 
not entering through a designated entry 
point. 

An international legal team appearing for 
Adeeb said Friday that he had sought the 
protection of India and had initiated the 
process of claiming asylum. 


Maldives police previously said that Ad¬ 
eeb was supposed to be questioned last 
Wednesday over the alleged embezzle¬ 
ment of state funds, but that he did not 
report and instead fled the country. 
Adeeb had his passport confiscated by 
a court order because of pending court 
cases, according to police. He had re¬ 
cently been freed from a 33-year jail sen¬ 
tence over corruption and terrorism relat¬ 
ed to an alleged assassination attempt on 
former President Yameen Abdul Gayoom. 
He was arrested and jailed in 2016 after a 
blast on Yameen’s speedboat. Yameen’s 
wife was slightly injured in the blast. FBI of¬ 
ficials assisting in the probe said they did 
not trace any explosives in the boat and 
Adeeb's jailing was criticized as being po¬ 
litically motivated.After Yameen’s defeat 
in last year’s presidential election, Maldivi¬ 
an courts set aside the convictions against 
Adeeb and ordered a fresh investigation. 
However, a court imposed a travel ban 
because the state had appealed Adeeb’s 
release. Once a trusted ally and deputy to 
Yameen, Adeeb is now a key state witness 
in the corruption casesO 


month had argued against 
its deployment, saying a 
second vaccine could 
create confusion on the 
ground. 

Already more than 180,000 
people in Congo’s year¬ 
long outbreak have re¬ 
ceived an experimental 
but effective Merck vac¬ 
cine, but health experts 
worry about the availability 
of doses as the virus now 
spreads in a major city, 
Goma, along the Rwan¬ 
da border. The wife and 
1-year-old daughter of the 
man who died this week of 
Ebola in Goma now have 
the disease. 

Both the wife and child 
were doing well in treat¬ 
ment, Congo’s new Ebo¬ 
la response coordinator, 
Jean-Jacques Muyembe, 
told reporters on Friday. 

But he warned that about 
half of the cases in this out¬ 
break are going undetect¬ 
ed and at that rate “this 
epidemic could last two or 
three years.” The current 
goal is to strengthen surveil¬ 


lance and bring the detec¬ 
tion rate to 80%, he said. 
Health experts have 
watched with dismay as 
the promise of the Merck 
vaccine in this outbreak 
has been largely overshad¬ 
owed by severe challenges 
to virus containment efforts 
including rebel attacks and 
community resistance in a 
part of Congo that had 
never experienced Ebola 
before. 

The Janssen vaccine has 
already been tested in 
about 6,000 people, most 
of them Africans, Kalee¬ 
bu said. “We are excited 
about this (trial)... because 
this is one of the promising 
vaccines,” he said. “It's 
one of those vaccines that 
have shown a lot of prom¬ 
ise in animal studies but 
also in other trials that have 
been conducted.” 
Ugandan researchers said 
the new trial is expected to 
last two years and will test 
how long any protection 
from Ebola would last. Juliet 
Mwanga, a co-investigator 
on the trial, said there is the 
need “to study many vac¬ 
cines” in light of Congo’s 
epidemic. 

Uganda has had multiple 
Ebola outbreaks in the past. 
While it is currently free of 
the virus, three people died 
in June after crossing into 
the country’s Kasese dis¬ 
trict on an unguarded foot¬ 
path. Their family members 
were taken back to Congo 
for treatment. 

The Ebola virus can spread 
quickly and be fatal in up 
to 90% of cases. Symptoms 
include fever, vomiting, di¬ 
arrhea, muscle pain and 
at times internal and ex¬ 
ternal bleeding. The virus is 
most often spread by close 
contact with bodily fluids 
of people exhibiting symp¬ 
toms and with contaminat¬ 
ed objects such as sheets. 
Health care workers are of¬ 
ten at risk. □ 
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France drafts law to extend IVF to lesbians, single women 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Single women 
and lesbians in France no 
longer would have to go 
abroad to get pregnant 
with a doctor’s help under 
a proposed law that would 
give them access to medi¬ 
cally assisted reproduction 
at home for the first time. 

A bioethics law drafted by 
French President Emman¬ 
uel Macron's government 
includes language to ex¬ 
pand who is eligible for pro¬ 
cedures such as artificial 
insemination and in vitro 
fertilization, or IVF. French 
law currently limits assisted 
reproduction to infertile 
heterosexual couples only. 
While the French govern¬ 
ment says it is responding 
to changes in society, its bill 
is sure to generate debate 
when it comes up next 
month in parliament. After 
France in May 2013 made it 
legal for same-sex couples 
to marry and adopt chil¬ 
dren together, hundreds 
of thousands of protesters 
marched in Paris. 

The draft calls for France's 
national health care sys¬ 
tem to cover the cost of 
four rounds of assisted re¬ 
production per pregnancy 
for all women up to an age 
limit yet to be set. 

The bill also allows chil¬ 
dren conceived with do¬ 
nated sperm to find out 
the donor’s identity upon 
demand when they reach 
age 18, a change from the 
strict donor anonymity pro¬ 
tections France has now. 
However, it would not re¬ 
move France's ban on 
surrogacy arrangements 
in which a woman carries 
and delivers a baby for 
someone else. 

French LGBT rights groups 
lobbied for the proposed 
provisions after France 
legalized same-sex mar- 
riage2013. 

They said allowing lesbians 
and single women to have 
IVF and other procedures 
would keep mothers and 
their babies from running 
afoul of the French legal 
system and give them ac¬ 
cess to the country’s gen¬ 
erous health care system. 
“This simply is a measure of 
equality for French female 
citizens, whatever their sex¬ 





In this Saturday, July 2, 2016 file photo people hug during the 
annual Gay Pride march in Paris, France. 

Associated Press 


ual orientation is,” the Asso¬ 
ciation of Gay and Lesbian 
Parents and Future Parents 
said in a statement. 

Twenty conservative 

groups are already orga¬ 
nizing a protest for October 
to denounce the bill, alleg¬ 
ing it will lead to more chil¬ 
dren raised without fathers. 
The groups also worry the 
expanded access to preg¬ 
nancy procedures would 
eventually lead to the le¬ 
galization of surrogate 
pregnancies. 

“Saying that you’re creat¬ 
ing new rights ... while ig¬ 
noring the consequences 
for children on purpose is 
a revolting and despica¬ 
ble process,” said Alberic 
Dumont, vice president of 
Demonstration for Every¬ 
one, a group that is among 
the bill’s critics. 

Lesbian couples, single 
women or both already 
have legal access to medi¬ 
cally assisted reproduc¬ 
tion in 18 of the European 
Union’s 28 countries. 

French women who can’t 
get procedures at home 
and can afford it often go 
to neighboring Spain or Bel¬ 
gium, where a single round 
of IVF round costs several 
thousand euros (dollars). 
Virginie, 36, who lives in the 
southern city of Marseille, 
married her wife, Cecile, in 
June. The two women de¬ 
cided not to wait for pas¬ 
sage of the government’s 
proposed law to try to be¬ 
come parents, fearing the 
parliament debate could 
last months. 

Instead, they chose to use 
donor sperm mailed from 
Denmark for 1,000 euros 


($1,112). That process is il¬ 
legal in France, which is 
why Virginie, who plans 
to carry the baby, did not 
want to be identified with 
her last name. “If that first 


try doesn’t work, we are 
considering using the new 
French law," she told The 
Associated Press. 

Virginie said it’s difficult 
doing something that is il¬ 
legal and she thinks the 
proposed law would help 
many French women. 

But she also fears it might 
trigger an anti-gay back¬ 
lash and encountering 
medical professionals who 
balk at serving same-sex 
couples. 

Amandine Zevolino, 35, 
and her wife, Camille live 
in Montpellier in southern 
France and have been 
married for a year and 
a half. Zevolino went to 
Spain to try to get preg¬ 
nant, but didn't feel com¬ 
fortable with the anonymity 
and commercial aspect of 
using a sperm donor. 
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She finally decided to per¬ 
form at-home insemination 
with the help of a friend 
who agreed to donate the 
sperm. “We did a contract, 
even if we know it doesn’t 
have any legal value,” Zev¬ 
olino said. “If it works, the 
child will know how he/she 
came to the world.” 

She is still hesitating about 
telling French medical 
workers the truth. The situ¬ 
ation “forces us to lie,” she 
lamented. 

Zevolino thinks the parlia¬ 
ment debate will ignite 
political tensions but she 
hopes the new law will help 
French society become 
more accepting of lesbian 
and single mothers. 

“Usually in France on that 
kind of issue, once the law 
is passed, it’s definitive,” 
she said. □ 
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Report: Iran seizes tanker carrying ‘smuggled fuel’ in Gulf 


Ramazan Zirahi was quot¬ 
ed by Iran’s state TV saying 
the ship was seized in Ira¬ 


local media also ran foot¬ 
age of the ship, but did not 
show any flag or identifying 


confirmed, this is likely to be 
“another relatively low key 
interception designed to 



In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian Presidency, President 
Hassan Rouhani speaks in the inauguration ceremony of a power plant in northwestern Iran, 
Thursday, Aug. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MEHDI FATTAHI and AYA 
BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Ira¬ 
nian forces seized a ship in 
the Persian Gulf suspected 
of carrying smuggled fuel, 
state media reported Sun¬ 
day, marking the Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard’s third sei¬ 
zure of a vessel in recent 
weeks and the latest show 
of strength by the paramili¬ 
tary force amid a spike in 
regional tensions. 

State TV and the semi¬ 
official Fars news agency 
reported that seven crew 
members were detained 
when the ship was seized 
late Wednesday carrying 
700,000 liters (185,000 gal¬ 
lons) of “smuggled fuel" 
from Iran. The local reports 
did not provide further de¬ 
tails on the vessel or the na¬ 
tionality of the crew. 

The news agency reported 
the ship was seized near 
Farsi Island, where a Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard naval base 
is located. The island sits in 
the Persian Gulf between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
north of the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz. 

Guard commander Gen. 


nian territorial waters and 
had been transporting die¬ 
sel fuel. State TV and other 
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marker for the vessel. 

“This foreign vessel had re¬ 
ceived the fuel from other 
ships and was transfer¬ 
ring it to Persian Gulf Arab 
states," Zirahi said in com¬ 
ments carried by Fars new 
agency. 

It was not immediately 
clear why a ship carrying 
Iranian fuel would transfer 
its cargo to energy export¬ 
ing Gulf states, but smug¬ 
gling has been a source 
of concern in Iran. Iranian 
media reported last month 
that some 8 million liters of 
government-subsidized Ira¬ 
nian fuel are smuggled dai¬ 
ly to other countries where 
prices are much higher. 

The new claims would 
make this the third vessel 
seized by the Guard in the 
past two weeks, and the 
second accused of smug¬ 
gling fuel. 

The U.S. Fifth Fleet, based 
in Bahrain, said it did not 
have information to con¬ 
firm the reports. Maritime 
tracking experts also said 
they did not have any im¬ 
mediate information about 
the incident or details on 
the vessel. 

Maritime intelligence firm 
Dryad Global said that, if 


signal to the West that Iran 
maintains the capability 
and intent to exercise its in¬ 
fluence” in the Persian Gulf. 
Tensions in the Persian Gulf 
have escalated recent¬ 
ly, with the United States 
boosting its military pres¬ 
ence in the region and six 
oil tankers targeted in the 
Gulf of Oman in unclaimed 
acts of sabotage that the 
U.S. blames on Iran. Iran 
has denied any involve¬ 
ment in those attacks. 

In June, Iran shot down 
an American surveillance 
drone in the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz. President Donald 
Trump came close to re¬ 
taliating, but called off an 
airstrike at the last moment. 
Washington has since 
claimed that a U.S. warship 
downed an Iranian drone 
in the strait. Iran denies los¬ 
ing any aircraft in the area. 
Maritime security in the 
region was further jolted 
in mid-July, when Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard naval 
forces confirmed they’d 
seized a United Arab Emir- 
ates-based oil tanker, the 
Panamanian-flagged MT 
Riah, for allegedly smug¬ 
gling some 1 million liters 
(264,000 gallons) of fuel 


from Iranian smugglers to 
foreign customers. 

Also in July, the Guard 
seized a British-flagged ves¬ 
sel near the Persian Gulf 
in the Strait of Hormuz, in 
what some Iranian officials 
suggested was retaliation 
for the seizure of an Iranian 
oil tanker in a British Royal 
Navy operation off Gibral¬ 
tar, near Spain. 

The U.K. says the Iranian oil 
tanker was suspected of 
violating European Union 
sanctions on oil shipments 
to Syria. Iran denies the ship 
was bound for Syria but 
has not disclosed its des¬ 
tination. Officials in Spain 
initially said the tanker was 
seized upon request from 
the United States. 

The current tensions stem 
from Trump’s decision last 
year to withdraw the U.S. 
from Iran's 2015 nuclear ac¬ 
cord with world powers and 
impose sweeping sanctions 
on the country that have 
crippled its economy. In re¬ 
sponse, Iran began openly 
breaching limits set by the 
nuclear agreement to pres¬ 
sure European signatories 
to provide economic relief 
to help offset the sanctions. 
Maritime security around 
the Persian Gulf is of inter¬ 
national importance. The 
Strait of Hormuz sits at the 
mouth of the Persian Gulf, 
a shipping channel for one- 
fifth of all global crude ex¬ 
ports. Petroleum products 
from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Bahrain are 
exported through the strait 
to countries around the 
world. Iran also uses the 
strait for its exports. 

Some 67,533 ships sailed 
through strait last year, ac¬ 
cording to data from mari¬ 
time publication Lloyd’s List 
sourcing research by Rus¬ 
sell Group. 

Ranjith Raja, a senior ana¬ 
lyst at data firm Refinitiv, 
said this latest seized ship 
by Iran could be a barge 
or supply vessel rather 
than a commercial mer¬ 
chant tanker based on the 
amount of fuel it was alleg¬ 
edly transporting. Due to 
the numerous supply ves¬ 
sels operating in the area, 
it was not possible to pin¬ 
point which ship had been 
seized, he said. □ 
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Protesters, police play cat-and-mouse game across Hong Kong 



People gather at a playground of Belcher Bay Park as they take part in an anti-extradition bill 
protest in Hong Kong, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By YANAN WANG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — The 

distinctive clang of metal 
hitting pavement echoed 
across Hong Kong. 

Over several hours, in suc¬ 
cessive waves on Sunday, 
different districts filled with 
the sound of protesters 
erecting and just as hast¬ 
ily taking down their impro¬ 
vised barricades. 

While past nights of protest 
have ended in protracted 
standoffs between demon¬ 
strators and riot police, rally 
participants this time took 
a different tack. Since their 
pro-democracy move¬ 
ment began two months 
earlier, they have repeated 
to one another: “Be Water” 
— an attitude of adaptabil¬ 
ity that was on full display as 
they occupied and vacat¬ 
ed with equal swiftness five 
different neighborhoods. 
“We can't defend it!” was 
the cry that signaled to pro¬ 
testers it was time to move 
out. It meant that police 
had appeared and were 
firing tear gas. A person 
holding a large purple ban¬ 
ner that said “Move Back 
Slowly” led demonstrators 
to the nearest public transit 
and toward another target. 
Hong Kong’s summer of 
protest began as a call to 
withdraw an extradition bill 
that would have allowed 
residents in the city to be 
sent to mainland China to 
stand trial. Many feared the 
legislation would destroy 
the judicial independence 
essential to the “one coun¬ 
try, two systems” frame¬ 


work, which promised Hong 
Kong certain freedoms not 
afforded to the mainland 
when the former British col¬ 
ony was returned to China 
in 1997. 

The agreement was made 
for 50 years, but some 
Hong Kong residents feel 
that the Communist Party- 
ruled central government 
in Beijing has already start¬ 
ed chipping away at their 
democratic rights. While 
the city government has 
suspended the extradi¬ 
tion bill, mass demonstra¬ 
tions have continued with 
broader calls for direct 
elections and greater gov¬ 
ernment accountability. 
“We are not just another 
Chinese city, and this is not 
yet 2047," said rally par¬ 


ticipant Cara Lee. “I feel 
ashamed because for a 
long time we didn’t do 
anything. But now we are 
awake. I have to speak for 
the next generation.” 
Protesters' five major de¬ 
mands include the release 
of arrested demonstrators, 
an independent investi¬ 
gation into alleged police 
abuse and the dissolution 
of the current legislature, 
which is only partially com¬ 
posed of lawmakers who 
were directly elected. 
Sunday’s rallies kicked off 
at public parks in different 
parts of the city. One quick¬ 
ly devolved after protesters 
used what appeared to be 
a long, homemade sling¬ 
shot to hurl rocks and bricks 
at a police station. 


After police began to 
clear the area, protesters 
converged on the other 
rally on Hong Kong Island, 
where demonstrators were 
already putting on gas 
masks and handing out 
Pocari Sweat, a Japanese 
sports drink favored by the 
movement. 

Even when tear gas is not 
employed, many protest¬ 
ers wear masks and bala¬ 
clavas to conceal their 
identities. Last week, police 
charged 44 demonstrators 
with rioting, an offense that 
carries a maximum penalty 
of 10 years in jail. During 
clashes Saturday, at least 
an additional 20 were ar¬ 
rested. 

The potential repercussions 
have compelled protest¬ 


ers to maintain anonymity 
whenever possible. Umbrel¬ 
las serve not only as tear gas 
shields, but also as cloaks. 
A shout of “It’s raining!" will 
prompt protesters to form 
a canopy of umbrellas to 
conceal what's going on 
underneath them — the 
building of barricades us¬ 
ing metal road barriers, 
construction fences and 
other public materials tied 
together with string. 

They also make efforts to 
resist surveillance. Security 
cameras are spray-painted 
black, obscured by umbrel¬ 
las or covered with tape. As 
for cameras out of reach, 
protesters point bright la¬ 
sers at them to distort their 
footage. 

“I really am scared of pos¬ 
sibly being punished,” said 
Mary Leung, a 21-year-old 
who wore a mask. “The po¬ 
lice are unpredictable. But 
I’m so moved by how ev¬ 
eryone is supporting each 
other.” 

Leung said she had not 
expected so many differ¬ 
ent groups of people, es¬ 
pecially older residents, to 
support the movement. 

The rallies, which gener¬ 
ally begin in the afternoon 
and stretch past midnight, 
entangle the communities 
that host them. While some 
restaurants and shops close 
early, others offer free wa¬ 
ter and shelter. On Sunday 
evening, hundreds of cars 
and buses were temporar¬ 
ily at a standstill when pro¬ 
testers blocked roads lead¬ 
ing to a major cross-harbor 
tunnelO 
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Appetizer 

Grouper 'Butterfly' / Mozzarella salad / 
Miso soup 
Main course 

Pad Thai / Green curry veggies / 
Chicken teriyaki / Grouper 'Dragonfly' / 
Mongolian beef 
Dessert 

Vanilla ice cream 


Opening hours: daily 4PM - 12AM Kitchen closes at 11:30PM Live music: doily outside 7:30PM - 10:30PM 
J.E. Irausquir, Bl vd 370 (across from Barcel6 Resort) Arowok Garden, Palm Beach 
Tel: +297 280 0019 ■ E: dragonfly@arubawineonddlne.com 
www.dragonflyaruba.com ■ www.facebook.com/dragonflvaiuba 


Trial for priests accused of abusing deaf Argentine students 



In this Dec. 22, 2016 file photo. Rev. Horacio Corbacho, far left walking, and Rev. Nicola Corradi, 
handcuffed to the wheelchair, are escorted to a courtroom in Mendoza, Argentina. 

Associated Press 


By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
and NATACHA PISARENKO 
Associated Press 
MENDOZA, Argentina (AP) 

— Ezequiel Villalonga signs 
frantically with his hands to 
express the power he feels 
after years of suffering now 
that the priests whom he 
and other former students 
at an Argentine institute for 
the deaf accuse of abuse 
are finally going to trial. 
Villalonga, 18, is one of 
about 20 ex-students of 
the Antonio Provolo Insti¬ 
tute for Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired Children in Men¬ 
doza province who say 
they were sexually abused, 
including cases of rape, 
between 2004 and 2016. 
Their alleged abusers go 
on trial starting Monday in 
a case that Pope Francis, 
an Argentine, has not com¬ 
mented on publicly despite 
its closeness to his papacy. 
The complaints at the insti¬ 
tute came to light at the 
end of 2016 and created 
a scandal that deepened 
when it emerged that one 
of the accused, the Rev. 
Nicola Corradi, had been 
reported for similar allega¬ 
tions at the Antonio Provolo 
institute in Verona, Italy, 
and that the pope had 
been notified that Corradi 
was running a similar center 
in Argentina. 

“Those of us from the Provo¬ 
lo in Mendoza said: ‘no 
more fear. We have the 
power,’” Villalonga told 
The Associated Press with 
the help of an interpreter, 
explaining how others de¬ 
cided to come forward af¬ 
ter an initial “brave” person 
did so. 

The AP doesn’t name al¬ 
leged sexual assault vic¬ 


tims unless they make their 
identities public, which Vil¬ 
lalonga did in an interview 
in the headquarters of the 
human rights group Xumek, 
which is the plaintiff in the 
trial. Alejandro Guile, chief 
prosecutor in Mendoza, 
called the trial “unprec¬ 
edented, one of the most 
important in this province, 
one whose importance will 
transcend this country." 

On trial for aggravated sex¬ 
ual abuse of minors, sexual 
touching and corrupting 
minors will be: Corradi, an 
Italian who is 83 and under 
house arrest; the Rev. Hora¬ 
cio Corbacho, a 59-year- 
old priest; and Armando 
Gomez, 63. The latter two 
are Argentines and in pris¬ 
on in Mendoza. Corbacho 
has pleaded not guilty and 
the other two defendants 
have not entered pleas. 


They are charged with 28 
alleged crimes against 
10 deaf minors and face 
prison sentences of up to 
20 years. It is the first in a 
series of trials in which oth¬ 
er former members of the 
now-closed school will be 
judged. Others implicated 
include two nuns who al¬ 
legedly participated or 
knew about the abuses, 
as well as former directors 
and employees who are 
accused of knowing about 
the abuse but taking no 
action. 

Prosecutors say that not 
only were children sexually 
touched and abused, but 
were sometimes forced to 
watch pornography or per¬ 
form sex acts among them¬ 
selves. 

Jorge Bordon, an institute 
employee, was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison in 2018 


in the case for rape, sexual 
touching and corrupting 
minors by forcing children 
to perform sex acts on 
each other. But the former 
students at the Mendoza 
school believe they can 
achieve the first prison sen¬ 
tences for priests and cler¬ 
gy at the Roman Catholic 
institute, which has other 
branches. They are also de¬ 
manding Francis strip the 
alleged abusers of their sta¬ 
tus as priests in the canoni¬ 
cal process. 

“Francis was very quiet 
about the abusive priests, 
but now the sentence is 
coming,” said Villalonga. 
“I know that the pope is 
afraid because the deaf 
have been brave." 

The Vatican has not com¬ 
mented publicly on the 
trial. The Holy See would 
be loath to be seen as in¬ 


terfering in a criminal trial, 
and typically defers all 
comment, as well as the 
outcome of its own inves¬ 
tigations, until after all in¬ 
vestigations by civil law en¬ 
forcement are completed. 
In 2017, it sent two Argen¬ 
tine priests to investigate 
what happened in Men¬ 
doza. Dante Simon, a judi¬ 
cial vicar, told the AP that 
the acts denounced are 
“horrible" and “more than 
plausible.” He said the pon¬ 
tiff expressed his sadness 
and told him that “he was 
very worried about this situ¬ 
ation and it would be a la¬ 
bor.” 

In a report submitted to 
the Vatican in June of that 
year, Simon requested the 
application of the maxi¬ 
mum penalty to Corradi 
and Corbacho, that they 
be made to “resign directly 
by the Holy Father." The re¬ 
port must be reviewed by 
the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 

The case hits close to home 
for the Vatican, which is ac¬ 
cused of having disregard¬ 
ed the warnings of the al¬ 
leged Italian victims of Cor¬ 
radi, when just months ear¬ 
lier the pope had promul¬ 
gated new rules to combat 
abuse in the church. 
Corradi was singled out 
for similar abuses commit¬ 
ted since the 1950s at the 
Provolo institute in Verona, 
Italy. His name appeared 
in a letter addressed to 
the pope in 2014 in which 
the Italian accusers men¬ 
tioned several allegedly 
abusive priests who contin¬ 
ued to exercise the ministry 
and said that Corradi and 
three other priests were in 
Argentina .□ 
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Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to welcome readers 
to participate in our newspaper. You can see that in our 
Honored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine’s 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout the year you are 
always welcome to send us your vacation picture(s) to¬ 
gether with your text that completes the sentence: Aruba 
to me is.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

For today’s newspaper we received a great picture from 

Barbara Vernon, Schenectady - NY. 

She wrote: Aruba to Me is.... Family, friends, beauty and 
serenity.□ 


Sea turtle conservation by 
Turtugaruba Foundation 



ORANJESTAD — Turtugaruba was founded on September 
3rd, 2003 by a group of enthusiastic volunteers. Ten years 
earlier, in 1993, a Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan (STRAP) 
was introduced in Aruba and the rest of the Caribbean as 
an initiative of the United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP). Tom Barmes, who was working at DLVV (Deptart- 
ment of Agriculture, Husbandry and Fishery) was one of 
the writers of the STRAP for Aruba, together with Karen 
Eckert, director of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle 
Conservation Network). This is how sea turtle conserva¬ 
tion started on the island following a plan that is still com¬ 
plied with today. 

Tom formed a group of volunteers around him, because 
nature does not know office hours, like an organization 
such as DLVV. This group of volunteers used the name 
Widecast Aruba and today there are still a few of them 
active. They first started protecting the Leatherback Sea 
Turtle nests on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. This group 
also investigated which other species of sea turtles use 
Aruba as their nesting habitat and which beaches are 
used by them. For a period of 25 years a study has been 
conducted in which every early morning the beach was 
being monitored in which now there is a good overview 
of sea turtle nesting activities. 
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 



Continued from Page 13 

There are 4 different sea 
turtle species that visit Aru¬ 
ba to lay their eggs, each 
with their own specific sea¬ 
son: 

- Leatherback Sea Turtle - 
Lederschildpad - Driekiel 
(March - September) 

- Loggerhead Sea Turtle - 
Dikkopschildpad - Cawa- 
ma (May - September) 

- Hawksbill Sea Turtle - 
Karetschildpad - Caret 
(June - December) 

- Green Turtle - Soepschild- 
pad - Turtuga Blanco (July- 
November) 

There also came a better 
understanding and over¬ 
view of the biggest threats 
to the sea turtles existence 
in Aruba and how these 
problems should be tack¬ 


led. Despite hard work, all 
those years, most problems 
have not really gone away, 
but luckily and thanks to the 
enormous efforts from the 
volunteers, the sea turtles 
are still here. On Aruba the 
sea turtles are threatened 
with extinction by pollu¬ 
tion, driving on dunes and 
beaches with quads and 


4x4's and the loss of nesting 
beaches due to coastal 
development on behalf of 
tourism. Because coastal 
development comes with 
artificial light and artificial 
light is a mayor issue for sea 
turtles, mother turtle usually 
comes on shore at night 
looking for a dark beach to 
make her nest. However... 



Malmok ■ Aruba 


LUXURY VILLAS 
& 

CONDOS 

SALES 


CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFOfjDGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 

CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLDCOASTARU6A COM 




a dark beach is hard to 
find here nowadays. Light 
causes stress and can result 
in her returning to the sea 
without laying her eggs. 
Artificial light causes disori¬ 
entation for the baby sea 
turtles (hatchlings). 

They crawl towards ar¬ 
tificial light sources (like 
streetlights, hotel lights, 
etc.) and then they don’t 
find the sea. In the 90's it 
was still a common occur¬ 
rence to find a complete 
nest of about 70 hatch¬ 
lings on the streets, dead, 
as cars drove over them. 
Thanks to their protection 
methods and a lot of time 
and effort, the volunteers 
of Turtugaruba have man¬ 
aged to get this under con¬ 
trol. But for a sustainable 
solution there must be less 
light visible on the beaches 
and a strict regulation of 
it. Sea turtles simply need 
dark nesting beaches for 
their survival. It is clear that 
even more coastal devel¬ 
opment would not make 
the situation better for the 
sea turtles. Again, more ho¬ 
tel rooms? And even busier 
beaches? These are choic¬ 
es Aruba has to make. Do 
we want to leave a place 
for the sea turtles? Not only 
Aruba, but the entire world 
needs sea turtles! Sea tur¬ 
tles play a vital role in keep¬ 
ing our oceans healthy. 

The Green Turtle, for ex¬ 
ample, keeps the sea 
grasses on the bottom of 
the sea short and therefore 


a healthy place for many 
fish to deposit their eggs. 
The Leatherback, the larg¬ 
est turtle of the world, eats 
mainly jellyfish and helps 
maintain the balance be¬ 
tween jellyfish and plank¬ 
ton. Despite the threats 
that exist on Aruba, the 
turtles still keep coming. 
That's why today Turtuga¬ 
ruba is especially proud 
of the volunteers and the 
many people and organi¬ 
zations of our community 
that carry a warm place 
in their hearts for the sea 
turtles. All four species are 
active now, which means 
all hands on deck in the 
field for us, the volunteers. 
We strive to keep the sea 
turtles, our oldest ‘repeat 
guests’, always coming 
back to Aruba and get the 
chance to reproduce here. 
What you can do to pro¬ 
tect the sea turtles 

• Lights out for sea 
turtles. 

• Do not drive on 
beaches. 

• Do not litter. Do not 
leave any plastic cups, 
straws or bags on the 
beach. 

• Remove obstacles 
from the beach. 

• Do not disturb a 
nesting sea turtle. Do not 
attempt to touch the turtle 
but stay at a respectful dis¬ 
tance (at least 10 meters). 

• Do call Turtugaruba 
(24 hour Turtle Hotline: (297) 
5929393). 

For more information visit 
the facebook page Tur¬ 
tugaruba Foundation. Q 
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JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


' 

Open daily 10am fa 4am it Irousquln BJvd #47 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You con win up to $100 in Points! 

E Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

Spc Pivyvr*' Cbb for Painty Cor? be corrvtvfr?cf to Frw 5M Atay. 


Play in our FREE 
slot tournament and 
win a share of $777 
in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starls at $250 and 
increases $25 each week until won 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Ecgr/’-Jlmn sim Is dl A pm Sr?-: Out for doic+i 


The August specials of Tango Argentine Grill are just Yummy! 



PALM BEACH — Every month it’s a culinary test 
at Tango Argentine Grill. Chef Julian and grill 
master of this cozy steakhouse in Arawak Gar¬ 
den is a champ in preparing delicious specials. 

Take the Sea Treasures appetizer for example. 
It’s a combination fresh green shell mussels and 
escargots, served in an Alfredo sauce and with 
home baked garlic bread. As main course you 
have many options: Local Catch of the Day, 
Pesto Pasta Special, Fish Duo, Surf & Turf and a 
22oz Porterhouse steak. 

The Fish Duo is a combination of mahi mahi fillet 
and wahoo fillet served with a loaded baked 
potato, creole sauce and vegetables. The Surf 
& Turf is the best of land and sea combined: filet 
mignon and shrimp served with mashed pota¬ 
toes and vegetables. 

At Tango Argentine Grill the prices are includ¬ 



ing local tax (BBO) and 15% service charge will 
be added to your bill. These yummy specials will 
be available at Tango throughout the month of 
August. So, make sure you make your reserva¬ 
tions on time at tangoaruba.com or call +297 
586-86000 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TlMESHSARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-SBB-lODO 
Toll fr« number; l-BBB-2Bl^l&44 
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Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:OOpm 


Tuesday at 8:00pm 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:00pm 


"nos pride 


• DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 

There is always-something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Talent 


Noche Latina 


Circus Night 


Liquid Firework Show 


STORES OPENING HOURS 

Monday thru Saturday Warn to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to JOpm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
Afl. 1,75/$1.00 per hour 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
J.E. Irausquin Bivd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 

13 © YoufliEn 

#paseoherGncia 


Grand premiere of 
“Hobbs &Shaws” 
at Paseo Herencia 


ORANJESTAD — Last week Paseo Herencia welcomed 
the grand premiere of “Hobbs &Shaw” at Caribbean Cin¬ 
emas VIP with a spectacular event. 

An amazing car/bike show in the parking garage of the 
mall got the night started with. The car owners did their 
best to show off their cars, putting extra neon lights to give 
spectators a peek under the hoods. The DJ did entertain 
with the latest hits and created the perfect atmosphere 
for the car show. 

After the car show Caribbean Cinemas VIP hosted a 
red carpet event for the premiere of the movie. Every¬ 
one who purchased a ticket for the premiere received a 
refreshing Heineken as welcome drink, and could snap 
pictures or selfies at the entrance. The host of the Bulldog 
Cafe also had specials for this event. 

At midnight everyone could finally enjoy the premiere of 
the movie “Hobbs &Shaws." 


Make sure to take an opportunity to see this movie at Ca¬ 
ribbean Cinemas VIP at Paseo Herencia and where you 
can also enjoy the summer deals of the mall.Q 
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Hotel 


Hustle 


Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

STANDARDS 

ORANJESTAD — Standards or standard operating 
procedures are probably the most common words 
in hospitality speech. We are nothing if not standard¬ 
ized. Recently there’s been a lot of conversations in 
and around appearance standards and if they are 
outdated and potentially racist, sexist or ageist. 

The hospitality business especially on the front of 
house side is very aesthetically focused. The appear¬ 
ance standards for anyone working the front of the 
house or who has direct contact with guest can be a 
mile long and very exclusionary. Personally I’ve always 
felt that a lot of our standards especially the ones on 
tattoos to be very outdated. Someone showing up 
to a job interview with visible tattoos shouldn’t mean 
an automatic rejection, because the company may 
miss out on the best candidate. 



The same can be said about hair 
standards and that’s where the 
racism can come in a bit. A lot 
of black women are now mov¬ 
ing back towards their natural 
hair stylings. There’s such a gamut 
of ways that natural hair can be 
presented from afros, cornrows to 
even well kept dreadlocks that it 
can be daunting to rewrite the 
hair standards rules, especially for 
restaurants. I’m still a very strong 
proponent of keep it clean and 
up and out of your face or tied 
up and back if working with food, 
but I realize hair is one way people 
use to express their individuality 
and shouldn’t be used as a strike 
against them. The same goes for 
men with longer hair or those who 
keep a beard for religious or even 
medical purposes. 



The key to standards and mak¬ 
ing exceptions or adjusting to the 
way the world is moving forward 
should be through understand¬ 
ing. Timeshares want to give off 
the family vibe and everyone has 


a family member with a tattoo, 
whether they hide it or not. Work¬ 
ing in the Caribbean long sleeve 
shirts, long pants and buttoning 
to the neck are both impractical 
and uncomfortable. 

On the other hand employees 
should also be more aware of the 
company and environment they 
work in. Just because your boss 
is okay with the tattoos or pierc¬ 
ings you already have, doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t be consider¬ 
ate of future placement or ability 
to cover up with makeup. Same 
goes for hairstyles they should still 
fit the cleanliness and grooming 
standard as should beards, just 
because you have one doesn’t 
mean you need to look like Santa. 
Standards will always be there, but 
every now and then they need to 


be taken off the shelf, dusted off 
and reviewed. Even if your cur¬ 
rent set are open to interpretation 
there should always be room for 
expansion and some specificity 
when needed. The goal should 
be to adapt, but not lose the 
company identity along the way 
or missing out on the opportunity 
of talented employees, because 
they don’t meet the strict aesthet¬ 
ic guidelines set forth. 

Our guests come to Aruba for 
the relaxed atmosphere, the laid 
back attitude and a true Island 
experience. It's something com¬ 
panies should keep in mind when 
writing their standards, the dress 
code of a 5 star hotel in Man¬ 
hattan, shouldn’t be applied to 
your home away from home in 
Aruba.Q 



Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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SPORTS 




New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady steps 
on the field at the start of an 
NFL football training camp 
practice, Thursday, July 25, 
2019, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 

AP source: 
Brady signs 
2-year, $70M 
extension 
with Patriots 

By ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Tom Brady has never 
known what it's like to 
play out the final season 
of a contract in his 20-year 
NFL career, and the New 
England Patriots superstar 
quarterback isn’t about to 
find out. 

Brady, who turned 42 on 
Saturday, is signing a two- 
year, $70 million extension 
that runs through 2021 
and includes a hefty raise 
this season, a person with 
knowledge of the deal told 
The Associated Press. 

The person, speaking to 
the AP on condition of 
anonymity Sunday be¬ 
cause the Patriots hadn’t 
announced the extension, 
confirmed the NFL Net¬ 
work’s report on Brady’s 
contract. 

Brady will get an $8 million 
raise in 2019, when he'll 
make $23 million. 

The extension also calls for 
him to make $30 million 
in 2020 and $32 million in 
2021, when he would be 
44. □ 
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Barnhart’s three- nv/rn tblast 
sends Reds over/Bray&sJn 10 


Cincinnati Reds’ Tucker Barnhart (16) reacts with Jose Iglesias 
and Jose Peraza after hitting a three-runfhome run in the 
tenth inning of a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves, 
^nday, Aug.4, 2019, in j^inta. | W \ 

filvssociated Press 
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Shibuno holds off Salas to win 
Women's British Open on debut 


MILTON KEYNES, England 
(AP) — Hinako Shibuno of 
Japan finished with a bird¬ 
ie to win the Women's Brit¬ 
ish Open by one shot over 
Lizette Salas on Sunday as 
she wrapped up a stun¬ 
ning major championship 
debut. 

The 20-year-old Shibuno, a 
rookie on the Japan LPGA 
Tour who was playing for 
the first time outside of her 
country, birdied five of the 
final nine holes in a 4-under 
68 and 18-under 270 over¬ 
all. 

"I was also thinking about 
if I were to make this putt, 
how I was going to cele¬ 
brate," Shibuno said of ap¬ 
proaching the 18th. 

"Eat a lot of sweets." 
Largely unknown before 
the championship, Shibu¬ 
no — nicknamed "Smiling 
Cinderella" — started Sun¬ 
day with a two-stroke lead 
but lost it with a double bo¬ 
gey on the par-4 3rd. 

She bounced back with 
birdies on Nos. 5 and 7 be¬ 
fore a bogey on the 8th at 
Woburn Golf Club. 

But in three of four rounds, 
Shibuno has shone on the 
back nine. 

She did it in 31 on Sunday 
— and just 30 on Thursday 
and Saturday. 

"Now that I've won, I think a 
lot of the Japanese people 
will know me, but in actu¬ 
ality, I just wanted to live a 
quiet life," Shibuno said. 

"I was looking online and 
I did see that it's been 42 
years since a Japanese 
player has last won. 

I do feel that I have ac¬ 
complished something 
great, but I really don't 
know the reason why I was 
able to accomplish it." 
Salas, who started the final 
round tied for fourth, quick¬ 
ly played herself into con¬ 
tention with three birdies in 
the first four holes, and she 
added five more in a 7-un- 
der 65. 

But the American will re¬ 
gret not taking another 
birdie chance on the 18th 
when she shared the lead 
with Shibuno. 

"I told myself, 'You got this. 
You're made for this.' I put 
a good stroke on it. 

I'm not going to lie, I was 


nervous," Salas said after 
her best finish at a major. 
"You know, I haven't been 
in that position in a long 
time. 

Gave it a good stroke. I 
controlled all my thoughts. 
It just didn't drop." 

Jin Young Ko, who was 
seeking her third major title 
of the year after winning 
the Evian Championship 
last week, was two shots 
back in third after a bogey- 
free 66. 

"I had a little pressure, but I 
like that pressure," Ko said. 
Morgan Pressel (67) fin¬ 
ished fourth at 15 under, 
just ahead of former leader 
Ashleigh Buhai (70), whose 
hopes were dented Sat¬ 
urday when she let a five- 
shot lead slip. 


The 30-year-old South Afri¬ 
can finished fifth at 14 un¬ 
der. 

"If you had given me a top 
five at the beginning of 
the week, I most certainly 
would have taken it," Buhai 
said. 

Also, Celine Boutier shot a 
66 to finish the tournament 
at 12 under, followed by 
Carlota Ciganda (70) at 11 
under and second-ranked 
Sung Hyun Park (73) at 10 
under. 

American Nelly Korda (68) 
tied for ninth with Jeon- 
geun Lee6 (71) at 9 under, 
two shots ahead of Lexi 
Thompson (67). 

Defending champion 
Georgia Hall (73) tied for 
35th.□ 



Japan's Hinako Shibuno kisses the trophy as she celebrates after 
winning the Women's British Open golf championship at Woburn 
Gold Club near near Milton Keynes, England, Sunday, Aug. 4, 
2019. 
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Poston claims 1st PGA Tour victory at Wyndham Championship 


By JOEDY McCREARY 
AP Sports Writer 
GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) — 

J.T. Poston kept racking up 
birdies and pars — but no 
bogeys — at the Wyndham 
Championship. They add¬ 
ed up to his first PGA Tour 
victory — and a first-time- 
in-decades achievement. 
Poston shot an 8-under 62 
on Sunday for a one-stroke 
victory at the tour's regu¬ 
lar-season finale. He tied 
Henrik Stenson's 2-year- 
old tournament record at 
22-under 258, and became 
the first player since Lee 
Trevino in 1974 to win a 72- 
hole stroke-play event on 
tour without any bogeys or 
worse. "I probably haven't 
had that many bogey-free 
rounds this year," Poston 
said. "To be able to do four 
in a row is pretty special. 



J. T. Poston holds the trophy after he won the Wyndham Championship golf tournament at 
Sedgefield Country Club in Greensboro, N.C., Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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and finish it off with a 62 on 
Sunday is pretty awesome." 
The native North Carolin¬ 
ian began his round three 
strokes back, took the lead 
for good with — what else? 
— a birdie on the par-5 
15th hole, then finished 
with three straight pars to 
earn $1,116,000 and 500 
FedEx Cup points. 

Webb Simpson was at 21 
under after a 65. Byeong 
Hun An, who held or shared 
the lead after each of the 
first three rounds, three- 
putted the 18th for a bo¬ 
gey and a 67 to finish two 
shots back. Trying to force 
a playoff with a birdie, he 
nearly holed a 60-footer 
but had it run well past. 
"Nothing was really working 
at the end," An said. "I just 
ran out of juice." 

Poston, a former Western 
Carolina golfer playing 
a 100-mile drive from his 
hometown of Hickory, be¬ 
came the third player in 
11 years with strong local 
ties to win at Sedgefield 
Country Club. He joined 
2008 winner Carl Petter- 
son — a Swede who grew 
up in Greensboro — and 
Simpson, the 2011 cham¬ 
pion who's from Raleigh 
and played college golf at 
Wake Forest. 

"To be able to do it here in 
North Carolina, with a lot of 
friends and family, I don't 
think I could have drawn it 
up any better," Poston said. 
Poston closed the gap with 


An with three birdies and 
an eagle on the front nine. 
Then came the key hole: 
No. 15. Poston took sole 
possession of the lead with 
a birdie on that hole after 
placing a bunker chip 6 
feet from the flagstick. 

An, playing two groups be¬ 
hind Poston, sent his tee 
shot on that hole into the 
weeds. He took a penalty 
stroke, then landed his third 
shot left of the green, left 
his chip 35 feet short and 
dropped to 20 under after 
two-putting for his first bo¬ 
gey of the tournament. 

"The bogey was definitely 
the killer, I think, because I 
knew I needed to make a 
birdie there," An said. 

After a birdie on the next 
hole and a par on 17, An 
needed to finish with a 
birdie to force a playoff. 
He sent his tee shot into the 
trees and recovered by 
landing his second shot 60 
feet from the pin. 

Simpson — who finished 
second for the second 
straight week — earned 
his seventh top-10 finish 
at this tournament since 
2010 and climbed to No. 
9 on the playoff points list, 
earning $550,000 in bonus 
money as part of the inau¬ 
gural Wyndham Rewards 
Top 10 program. "Honestly, 
it wasn't even on the radar 
going into Memphis (last 
week)," Simpson said. "I was 
too far back, I thought, un¬ 
less I did something crazy. 
So yeah, it was on my mind 
this week." 

Nine players started this 
tournament with a shot at 
some of that cash, but only 
Simpson and Paul Casey 
came away with some. 
Casey finished eighth on 
the points list and earned 
$600,000. The other an¬ 
nual subplot at Sedgefield 
focused on the players on 
the playoff bubble. Two 
players who began the 
tournament outside the 
top 125 — No. 129 Patton 
Kizzire and No. 134 Andrew 
Landry — played their way 
into the field for The North¬ 
ern Trust next week in New 
Jersey. An average of 2.7 
players played their way 
into the top 125 in this tour¬ 
nament's previous dozen 
years as the tour's final pre¬ 
playoff event.Q 
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Chase Elliott wins NASCAR Cup race at Watkins Glen again 


By JOHN KEKIS 
AP Sports Writer 
WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. (AP) 

— Chase Elliott put an em¬ 
phatic end to his summer- 
long struggle, making a 
statement with a dominat¬ 
ing win on the road course 
at Watkins Glen Interna¬ 
tional. 

A year after racing to his 
first career NASCAR Cup 
victory at The Glen, Elliott 
won a second time in the 
No. 9 for Hendrick Motors- 
ports on Sunday, besting 
Martin Truex Jr. just as he 
did a year ago. Elliott, who 
started from the pole, led 
80 of 90 laps around the 
speedy 2.45-mile layout to 
become the first repeat 
winner in nearly a decade, 
since Marcos Ambrose in 
2011 - 12 . 

“I think it’s huge,” Elliott 
said. “We’ve had fast cars 
at times, but one thing or 
another ended up for a 
bad weekend. The way we 
did it was the biggest thing. 
That’s the kind of effort you 
have to put on often to 
compete with the guys in 
the field.” 

Elliott had already qualified 
for the postseason with his 
win at Talladega in May, 
but after four straight top- 
fives he hadn’t had a top- 
10 finish in the No. 9 Chev¬ 
rolet since June at Pocono, 
a span of seven races. 
He also led 400 laps in the 
opening 13 races but had 
led only nine laps since un¬ 
til Sunday. 

It was a two-car race for 
more than half the 220.5- 
mile distance and the en¬ 
tire final 40 laps. 

Truex began to exert some 
pressure after sitting behind 
Elliott for more than 10 laps 
in the final segment. Elliott 
held his ground until Truex’s 
No 19 Joe Gibbs Racing 
Toyota closed with six laps 
to go, waiting to pounce 
on a mistake that never 
came. 



Chase Elliott celebrates his victory with his pit crew after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race 
at Watkins Glen International, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in Watkins Glen, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


“I tried to do all I could. 
Chase did an excellent job 
just not making mistakes. 
He hit his marks. His car was 
really fast in the key areas 
that you need to be. I just 
couldn’t get a run on him. 
“Really, it was all about re¬ 
starts and track position,” 
Truex said. “If I could have 
just got by him on that last 
one we could have set sail.” 
With two laps left, Truex still 
couldn’t get close enough 


to make a move as Elliott 
drove flawlessly, winning by 
0.454 seconds. 

Denny Hamlin was third, 
Erik Jones fourth for Gibbs 
and Ryan Blaney fifth in his 
No. 22 Penske Racing Ford 
after starting from the rear 
of the field. 

Seven-time champion Jim¬ 
my Johnson finished 19th 
as he struggles to make the 
playoffs. 

Truex was chasing a sweep 


of the two traditional road 
races on the schedule. He 
won at Sonoma in June 
for the second straight 
time and has five straight 
top-two finishes on road 
courses. Truex began to 
challenge Elliott for the 
lead entering the first turn 
on Lap 55, moving briefly 
inside on the 90-degree, 
downhill right-hander but 
backed off to wait for an¬ 
other shot. They were alone 


at the front of the field, 12 
seconds ahead when El¬ 
liott dived to pit road on 
Lap 60 for his final stop. 
Truex followed suit the next 
time around and was back 
behind Elliott, a bit farther 
back this time. 

Truex stayed back but like 
last year began to close 
the gap with 20 laps left. El¬ 
liott, who overcame some 
mistakes in the closing laps 
a year ago that nearly 
opened the door for Truex, 
maintained a steady lead 
of just a few car-lengths 
ahead for almost the entire 
stage, the two 5 seconds 
ahead of Hamlin in third. 
The race was stopped 
when Johnson, desperate 
for a good finish, spun out 
coming out of the carou¬ 
sel turn, a sweeping right¬ 
hander, and seconds later 
Bubba Wallace spun Kyle 
Busch, who was running 
10th on Lap 62. Busch and 
Wallace had banged each 
other while racing down 
the front straightaway be¬ 
fore Wallace had the last 
tap, sending Busch's No. 18 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota 
around entering the first 
turn. Busch, who started 
third, finished 1 IthO 


John Force races to record-extending 150th Funny Car win 


KENT, Wash. (AP) — John 
Force raced to his record¬ 
extending 150th Funny Car 
victory Sunday in the NHRA 
Northwest Nationals. 

The 70-year-old Force won 
for the first time since the 
Colorado event last year, 
beating Ron Capps in the 
final with a 3.971-second 
run at 320.58 mph in the 
Peak Auto Lighting Chev¬ 
rolet. 

“It’s been 25 races, since 
Denver last year,” Force 
said. “(Crew chief Brian) 
Corradi and Daniel Hood 
and (Tim) Fabrisi have had 
to put up with me all year. 


not happy with the way the 
car steered, how I sat in it, 
not happy with so many 
things. And then I got the 
monkey on my back and 
it drives you nuts. You go 
to bed every night, but 
the monkey taught me so 
much, that you need to fo¬ 
cus on your car if you want 
to do good. 

“I’m just doing stuff all the 
time and I don’t even know 
my car. And you know Cor¬ 
radi and Coil said. ‘You’ve 
got to get to know your car. 
You’ve got to live it, you’ve 
got to love it. You’ve got 
to study the drivers.' I said I 


do all that, but I wasn’t. So 
sometimes you need a slap 
in the face. And that was 
the monkey that made me 
focus.” The 16-time season 
champion won for the ninth 
time at Pacific Raceways. 
“Give me a good race car, 
I can race,” Force said. “I 
may not be as young as 
these kids and a hot shot 
on that tree, but I can still 
get it done. I’m glad it’s 
over and I can calm down 
now and not live with that, 
thinking you’d never get it. 
I know I’ve only got a few 
years left. I want to enjoy 
it. I want to have fun. And 


when you can’t win ... I’ve 
been trained to win and it’s 
just it’s just not fun.” 

Force’s first career win 
came June 28, 1987, in 
Montreal — exactly 700 
Funny Car races ago. 

Austin Prock won in Top 
Fuel, and Matt Hartford 
topped the Pro Stock field. 
Prock won for the first time 
in his career, beating points 
leader Steve Torrence in 
the final with a 3.875 at 
307.86. Hartford denied 
Greg Anderson’s bid to 
sweep the Western Swing, 
going 6.606 at 209.33 in the 
final round in a Camaro. □ 
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Barnhart’s 3-run homer off Greene lifts Reds over Braves 6-4 


By CHARLES ODUM 
AP Sports Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Shane 
Greene was acquired to 
provide long-awaited sta¬ 
bility to the back end of the 
Atlanta Braves’ bullpen. 
Instead, the new closer has 
only provided more late- 
innings struggles. 

Tucker Barnhart hit a tie¬ 
breaking three-run hom¬ 
er in the 10th inning off 
Greene and the Cincinnati 
Reds beat the Braves 6-4 
on Sunday after wasting a 
two-run lead in the ninth. 

A day after blowing a save 
chance in his Braves debut, 
Greene (0-1) gave up three 
runs and four hits in one in¬ 
ning. Greene was acquired 
from Detroit on Wednesday 
by the Braves, who have a 
comfortable NL East lead. 
Greene was the biggest of 
three trade-deadline ad¬ 
ditions to the bullpen. He 
was immediately inserted 
into the closer's role, re¬ 
placing Luke Jackson, who 
had seven blown saves 
in 24 chances. “It’s unfor¬ 
tunate that I showed up 
with everybody excited for 
me to be here, to get the 
job done,” Greene said. “I 
haven’t got that job done 
two days in a row.” Greene 
said he pitched through 
some bad luck in Saturday 
night’s debut. He made 
no excuse for allowing the 
homer to Barnhart. “Today 
I threw a horrible pitch and 
he hit it over the fence and 
I paid for it," Greene said. 
Josh VanMeter singled 
leading off but Greene 


got Nick Senzel to ground 
into a double play. Aris¬ 
tides Aquino and Jose 
Iglesias singled ahead of 
Barnhart’s sixth homer, his 
first since May 25. Barnhart 
pulled the pitch over the 
right-field wall. “I’m trying 
to do anything I can to get 
the ball to the outfield and 
make them make a play at 
the plate," Barnhart said. 
“I got a pitch in the loca¬ 
tion I was looking for and 
was lucky enough to put a 
good swing on it and help 
the team win.” 

Ronald Acuna Jr. hit a tying 
two-run homer in the ninth 
off Amir Garrett, thump¬ 
ing his chest and yelling at 
the Braves’ dugout as he 
flung his bat while leaving 
the batter's box after his 
27th home run this season. 
Acuna hit a game-ending, 
lOth-inning single that lifted 
Atlanta to a 5-4 win on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

Robert Stephenson (3-2) 
got the final two outs in the 
ninth. David Hernandez 
gave up a two-out homer 
to Tyler Flowers in the 10th 
before retiring Freddie 
Freeman on a groundout 
for his second save. 

Sonny Gray allowed four 
hifs in seven scoreless in¬ 
nings and struck out seven. 
He escaped a based-load¬ 
ed jam in in the sixth when 
Flowers grounded out. 
Cincinnati built a 3-0 lead 
on Jesse Winker's RBI single 
in the third, Gray’s sacrifice 
bunt in the fourth and Sen- 
zel’s run-scoring single in 
the fifth. 


Atlanta wore throwback 
uniforms from 1974, when 
Hank Aaron broke Babe 
Ruth's home run record, 
and was shut out until Josh 


ing for Freeman provided 
rookie Austin Riley with his 
first start at first base. Riley 
played in four games at first 
base at Triple-A Gwinnett 


moted. Foltynewicz, who 
began the season on the 
injured list with a bone spur, 
went 2-5 with a 6.37 ERA in 
11 starts for Atlanta. 



Cincinnati Reds Tucker Barnhart (16) rounds third and reacts with third base/catching coach J.R. 
House (56) after hitting a three-run home run in the tenth inning of a baseball game against the 
Atlanta Braves, Sunday, Aug.4, 2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


Donaldson homered off Lu¬ 
cas Sims in the eighth. 
Braves starter Julio Teheran 
walked a season-high six, 
including one intentionally, 
in five innings. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
Braves: RHP Jacob Webb 
(right elbow impingement) 
was activated from the 
10-day injured list and op¬ 
tioned to Triple-A Gwinnett. 
... A rare break from start¬ 


this season before his pro¬ 
motion on May 15. He had 
no previous professional ex¬ 
perience at first base. 

STILL WAITING 

Braves starter Mike Foltyne¬ 
wicz will make at least one 
more start for Triple-A Gwin¬ 
nett before the team de¬ 
cides if he will return to the 
majors. The right-hander 
is 4-0 with a 2.67 ERA in six 
starts since getting de¬ 


BALLPARK REVIEW 

Reds manager David Bell 
served the third game of 
a six-game suspension. He 
said before the game he 
has had a nice tour of Sun¬ 
Trust Park, watching games 
from various locations in 
the stands. “Really nice 
ballpark,” he said. While 
suspended, he must avoid 
the dugout, clubhouse and 
press box during gamesO 


U.S. women’s volleyball team secures Tokyo Olympics bid 


BOSSIER CITY, La. (AP) — The U.S. 
women’s volleyball team secured 
its berth to the 2020 Tokyo Olym¬ 
pics on Sunday, beating Argentina 
in straight sets Sunday at a Tokyo 
Women's Volleyball Qualification 
Tournament. 

Coach Karch Kiraly's third-ranked 
Americans went unbeaten in Pool 
C of qualifying this weekend, ral¬ 
lying from a set down and again 
from a 2-1 deficit Saturday night to 
beat 16th-ranked Bulgaria before 
a 25-22, 25-17, 25-13 victory over 
No. 11 Argentina. 

The U.S. has never won an Olym¬ 
pic gold medal, capturing bronze 
in the Rio Games three years ago. 
Now, the Americans have quali¬ 


fied a year ouf — a different path 
than during the last Olympic cycle 
when they had to win a second 
qualifying evenf in January 2016 at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, after missing out 
with two losses at the 2015 World 
Cup in Japan as just the top two 
teams from that event secured 
bids then to Rio. 

“We can be really proud with how 
we fought through here, espe¬ 
cially the challenge that Bulgaria 
through at us down two sets to one 
and the nice response we put to¬ 
gether,” Kiraly said. “This is huge 
for fhe program. Everybody knows 
fhaf we are going fo Tokyo. We got 
that ticket locked in. We worked 
really hard for that this year. That 


helps in the planning, and it makes 
it that much closer in the distance. 
It is not that much distance to To¬ 
kyo." 

This deep U.S. squad has some fa¬ 
miliar Olympic veterans such as Jor¬ 
dan Larson, Kelsey Robinson and 
Kim Hill along with a mix of young 
players. The Americans beat No. 23 
Kazakhstan in straight sets Friday. 

In addition, middle blocker Tori 
Dixon is back in a key role with the 
U.S. after she was forced to miss 
the 2016 Olympics with a left knee 
injury that required reconstructive 
ACL surgery. She won Sunday on 
her 27th birthday. 

“I am really glad with how we 
played, how we performed. It is a 


best birthday present ever, honest¬ 
ly,” Dixon said. 

“Our outsides and Jordan Thomp¬ 
son did a great job. They came in 
and carried a big load all summer 
long, especially today." 

Opposite Jordan Thompson will re¬ 
turn to the University of Cincinnati 
this fall having gained valuable na¬ 
tional team experience. 

Thompson had a match-high 16 
points with 13 kills, two aces and 
a block in Sunday’s match, which 
was delayed by about 30 minutes 
by a power outage in the arena. 
“This experience is only going to 
help me going back to college, 
and adjusting back to the level of 
play in college,” Thompson said.Q 












In this Jan. 8,1983, file photo Los Angeles Raiders wide receiver 
Cliff Branch, right, catches a pass from quarterback Jim Plunkett 
for a 64-yard gain during the first quarter of a playoff game with 
the Cleveland Browns in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Former Raiders wide 
receiver Cliff Branch 
dead at age 71 


NAPA, Calif. (AP) — Cliff 
Branch, one of fhe Raiders’ 
career-leading wide re¬ 
ceivers who won three Su¬ 
per Bowls in 14 seasons with 
the franchise, has died. He 
was 71. 

Branch was found dead 
Saturday in a hotel room in 
Bullhead City, Arizona, the 
city’s police department 
said. It said an initial inves¬ 
tigation revealed no foul 
play and that Branch died 
of natural causes. 

“Cliff Branch touched the 
lives of generations of Raid¬ 
ers fans,” the Raiders said 
in a statement on their 
website. “His loss leaves an 
eternal void for the Raiders 
Family, but his kindness and 
loving nature will be fondly 
remembered forever." 

One of the game's top 
deep threats from 1972 to 
1985 in Oakland and Los 
Angeles, Branch was an 
All-Pro three straight sea¬ 
sons (1974-76) and made 
four Pro Bowls. He scored 
67 touchdowns through 
the air, leading the NFL in 
TD receptions in 1974 with 
13 and in 1076 with 12. 


Branch also had a league- 
high 1,092 yards receiving 
in 1974. 

He was a force in the post¬ 
season, with 1,289 yards 
receiving. The Raiders won 
Super Bowls after the 1976, 
1980 and 1983 seasons — 
the last one in Los Angeles, 
where the franchise moved 
in 1982 after protracted 
court fights before return¬ 
ing to the Bay Area in 1995. 
In 1983, Branch tied the 
NFL record with a 99-yard 
touchdown catch in a 
regular-season game. He 
stands third among Raid¬ 
ers pass catchers in yards 
receiving with 8,685, trailing 
Tim Brown and Fred Bilet- 
nikoff — both Hall of Fann¬ 
ers. 

Branch was a semifinalist 
for the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2004 and 2010. 

“All my peers that I played 
against and that are in the 
Hall of Fame, they tell me 
that I deserve to be in the 
Hall of Fame,” Branch told 
the Raiders’ website in a 
recent interview. “It’s the 
crowning glory, just like get¬ 
ting a Super Bowl ring.'O 
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In this Dec. 2, 2015, file photo, San Antonio Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich, left, talks 
with forward Tim Duncan (21) during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the 
Milwaukee Bucks in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


Jerry Colangelo: No angst as USA 
Basketball enters World Cup camp 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — USA 

Basketball managing di¬ 
rector Jerry Colangelo 
said Sunday that he is not 
worried about the Ameri¬ 
cans’ chances as they 
begin preparations for 
the FIBA World Cup, even 
after a wildly unpredict¬ 
able process was needed 
just to fill a training-camp 
roster for the tournament 
that starts in China at the 
end of the month. 
“Honestly, I don't have 
any angst,” Colangelo 
said. 

It took more than 50 invita¬ 
tions — and probably that 
many revisions of plans 
— to get to Sunday, the 
day where 15 members of 
the current national team 
arrived in Las Vegas for 
meetings and final prep¬ 
arations before the first 
training camp practice 
under new USA Basketball 
coach Gregg Popovich 
starts Monday. 

Also in Las Vegas: 14 more 
NBA players on an en¬ 
hanced practice squad 
known as the select team, 
and it’s a very real possi¬ 
bility that some of those 
players — Sacramento’s 
De’Aaron Fox probably 
among them — will get a 
good look at moving up 


to the national team and 
potentially going to China 
for the World Cup. 

“We're going to have 
some fun," Colangelo 
said. 

It'll likely be a young 
group going to China, 
no matter who is on the 
plane. USA Basketball said 
at least six of the 12 play¬ 
ers on the last three World 
Cup rosters were 24 or 
younger at the time, and 
that looks like it could be 
the case again. Of the 15 
players on the national 
team now, six are 24 are 
younger. 

Miami Heat center Bam 
Adebayo said after arriv¬ 
ing in Las Vegas on Sun¬ 
day that he didn’t hesi¬ 
tate when he got the call 
inquiring about whether 
he’d want to play. 

“I was like, ‘Who would 
say no to this chance?'" 
the 22-year-old Adebayo 
said. 

Popovich has said final¬ 
izing a 12-man roster for 
China won’t be easy. 
Then again, he likely 
wasn’t counting on this 
much attrition. 

This process of building 
a team for China started 
last year with 35 players 
being added to the se¬ 
lection pool for the World 
Cup and next year’s Tokyo 


Olympics. Of those 35, 30 
have already withdrawn 
from World Cup consider¬ 
ation for a variety of rea¬ 
sons — pending father¬ 
hood, injury rehabilitation, 
filming a movie, preparing 
for the potential of a long 
NBA season. The World 
Cup will end on Sept. 15, 
meaning the U.S. players, 
if they made the medal 
round, would get home 
about two weeks before 
NBA camps open. 

More than a dozen other 
names were officially add¬ 
ed to the national team 
list along the way, with 
two of those players drop¬ 
ping out already as well. 
Others like New Orleans’ 
J.J. Redick were invited 
but declined even before 
being formally added to 
the list. 

Add it all up, and there 
have been at least 52 
players under real con¬ 
sideration in the last year 
and a half. That doesn’t 
include the select-team- 
ers, others who were con¬ 
sidered for that squad 
like New Orleans rookie 
and No. 1 overall draft 
pick Zion Williamson (who 
declined) — or the 52 G 
League players who went 
through 12 qualifying 
games needed to get the 
U.S. into the World Cup. □ 
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ID theft stings, but it's hard to pin on specific data hacks 



In this Tuesday, July 30, 2019, file photo, the logo for Capital One Financial appears above a 
trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 


By ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Equifax 
2017 . Marriott 2018 . Capi¬ 
tal One 2019 . 

Data breaches through 
hacking attacks are dis¬ 
tressingly common these 
days, and personal details 
about you can lead to 
identity theft, such as credit 
cards and loans in your 
name. But it's hard to pin 
the blame on any specific 
hack, as the most sophisti¬ 
cated criminals combine 
data from multiple attacks 
to better impersonate you. 
"That's why fraud can be 
emotionally challenging," 
said Kyle Marchini, a spe¬ 
cialist in fraud manage¬ 
ment at the financial re¬ 
search group Javelin. "It 
just comes out of the blue, 
and there's no way to iden¬ 
tify where it came from or 
what I could have done to 
prevent that." 

While the number of report¬ 
ed breaches decreased 
slightly last year to 1,244, 
according to the nonprof¬ 
it Identity Theft Resource 
Center, the total number of 
records exposed more than 
doubled to 447 million. That 
suggests hackers are focus¬ 
ing on larger organizations 
with bigger payoffs. Last 
year's figures include data 
on about 383 million Marri¬ 
ott guests in a breach that 
investigators suspect was 
tied to the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. 

Criminal rings often buy da¬ 
tasets from multiple hacks 
to commit fraud. The idea 
is to collect enough infor¬ 
mation to get past ID verifi¬ 
cation and authentication 
checks that banks and oth¬ 
er institutions employ. One 


database with your Social 
Security number might 
have your old address, but 
hackers can simply sub in 
your current one from a 
more recent database. 
"We're in this vicious cycle," 
said Eva Velasquez, the ID 
theft center's CEO. "We cre¬ 
ate and capture and use 
more and more data points 
about a specific individual 
in order to fight fraud and 
authenticate people. That, 
in turns, makes data more 
valuable to the thieves, so 
they are going to increase 
the efforts to get that data." 
Fraudulent card charges 
are relatively easy to re¬ 
verse, and U.S. law limits 
credit card liability for con¬ 
sumers. But fraud involving 
new accounts is tougher to 
deal with. 

Javelin estimates that the 
average victim spends 18 
hours dealing with the fall¬ 
out, including convincing 


collection agencies and 
credit-ratings agencies that 
the accounts weren't really 
theirs. And victims wind up 
spending hundreds of dol¬ 
lars out of pocket. Javelin 
estimated that more than 3 
million U.S. adults were vic¬ 
tims of new account fraud 
last year, nearly triple the 
number in 2013. 

Much of the increase can 
be attributed to the cu¬ 
mulative effect of data 
breaches and the types of 
information stolen. 

While credit card num¬ 
bers and passwords can 
be changed, birth dates 
and Social Security num¬ 
bers typically stay with you 
for life. And U.S. passport 
numbers stick around for 10 
years. Hackers in the 2017 
breach of credit monitor¬ 
ing firm Equifax got some or 
all of that from 147 million 
people. Equifax agreed last 
week to pay at least $700 


Associated Press 

million to settle lawsuits. 

Just a few days later, the 
bank Capital One dis¬ 
closed a breach of person¬ 
al information of 106 million 
Capital One credit card 
holders or applicants in 
the U.S. and Canada. The 
data included self-report¬ 
ed income, credit scores 
and account balances. 
Although Capital One said 
it doesn't believe the infor¬ 
mation was used for fraud, 
the breach further increas¬ 
es worries about leaked 
data — in this case, the 
very types of information 
needed to submit credit 
card applications. 

"Every breach increases 
the risk because different 
pieces of information come 
out," said Deepak Patel, a 
vice president at the secu¬ 
rity firm PerimeterX. 

Beyond financial applica¬ 
tions, personal data can 
be useful for telemarketing 


and email phishing scams, 
as fraudsters try to trick you 
by claiming they already 
know you. And criminals 
armed with such data can 
impersonate you on calls 
with financial institutions to 
get money transferred or a 
mailing address changed. 
You can take such precau¬ 
tions as freezing your credit, 
which stops thieves from 
opening new credit cards 
or loans in your name. Do¬ 
ing so is now free, though 
you'll have to temporarily 
unfreeze your credit if you 
apply for a new credit card 
or loan. 

You can also sign up for a 
credit monitoring service, 
which alerts you when 
someone is pinging your 
credit report, a precursor to 
opening a new account. 
There are also ID protection 
services that will scan the 
internet underground for 
signs your personal data is 
for sale. Some of these ser¬ 
vices are available for free 
to customers hit with data 
breaches, including the 
one at Equifax. 

But Jason Wang, who 
founded TrueVault to help 
companies protect data, 
said there's not a lot con¬ 
sumers can do once their 
data is in the wild. A bet¬ 
ter approach, he said, is to 
minimize what data is sitting 
on servers — something 
a California privacy law 
may do if it takes effect as 
planned on Jan. 1. Among 
other things, customers can 
seek information on what 
data companies have on 
them and request its dele¬ 
tion — although compa¬ 
nies wouldn't have to do 
anything unless they get 
such requests. □ 



In this May 8, 2019, file photo a worker stands near a Boeing 
737 MAX 8 jetliner being built for American Airlines prior to a 
test flight in Renton, Wash. 

Associated Press 


AP Sources: Boeing changing Max 
software to use 2 computers 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Business Writer 

Boeing is working on new 
software for the 737 Max 
that will use a second 
flight control computer 
to make the system more 
reliable, solving a prob¬ 
lem that surfaced in June 
with the grounded jet, 
two people briefed on the 
matter said Friday. 


When finished, the new 
software will give Boeing 
a complete package for 
regulators to evaluate as 
the company tries to get 
the Max flying again, ac¬ 
cording to the people, 
who didn’t want to be 
identified because the 
new software hasn't been 
publicly disclosed. 

The Max was grounded 


worldwide after crashes 
in Indonesia and Ethiopia 
that killed a total of 346 
people. Use of the second 
redundant computer, re¬ 
ported Thursday by the Se¬ 
attle Times, would resolve 
a problem discovered in 
theoretical problem simu¬ 
lations done by the Feder¬ 
al Aviation Administration 
after the crashes. □ 
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This undated photo provided by Greg Thomsen, shows photo Thomsen, chief outdoors officer at 
Adidas, posing for a photo. 

Associated Press 


Adidas’ Greg Thomsen 
talks outdoors business 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
40-year outdoor industry 
veteran Greg Thomsen 
launched Adidas's U.S. 
outdoors business back in 
2010, he faced some big 
challenges. The outdoors 
market was overcrowded, 
and retailers were skeptical 
of the German company’s 
youthful, brightly colored 
designs that contrasted 
with the muted tones then 
offered by rivals. Its Europe¬ 
an tight fit also stood out. 
But Thomsen, whose di¬ 
verse experiences include 
roles as entrepreneur, prod¬ 
uct designer and marketer, 
had to prove the outdoors 
division wasn’t just a flash 
in the pan. He first concen¬ 
trated on selling to spe¬ 
cialty outdoor merchants 
to gain authenticity be¬ 
fore branching out to big 
chains. Other suppliers later 
adopted bright colors. And 
Adidas tweaked the fit for 
the U.S. customer to make 
it more forgiving. Now fhe 
products, including shoes 
and clothing, are in more 
than 800 outdoor specialty 
and sporting goods retail¬ 
ers. Thomsen declined to 
comment on specific sales 
but in the last few years, 
Adidas Outdoor has had 
a compounded growth of 
more fhan 25%. 


In January, Adidas Global 
confirmed fhaf fhe man¬ 
agement of the Adidas 
Outdoor business will move 
in-house and operations 
will move from Los Angeles 
to the division headquar¬ 
ters in Portland, Oregon by 
Dec. 31, 2020. Thomsen, 
chief outdoor officer of the 
division, says he plans to 
focus on making the tran¬ 
sition as smooth and orga¬ 
nized as possible. 

The Associated Press re¬ 
cently spoke with Thomsen 
about the highly competi¬ 
tive outdoor market and 
other new challenges. The 
conversation has been ed¬ 
ited for clarity and length. 
Q. Can you describe 
the scene when you first 
launched Adidas Outdoor 
in 2010? 

A. At the time, no camping, 
footwear, apparel com¬ 
pany had ever been able 
to break into the outdoor 
industry even though many 
have tried, including Adi¬ 
das in the past. And what 
we found was the market 
was rather saturated with 
really good brands that 
had been around for 30 or 
40 years. And all the retail¬ 
ers had all the space cov¬ 
ered with the products that 
they were currently selling. 
So for us to break in, we 
actually had to take space 
away from existing brands. 


which is very difficult to do. 
The initial reaction was very 
skeptical. It was just a long 
hard discussion to prove 
that we weren’t going any¬ 
where. That took about five 
years. Then if sfarfed fo re¬ 
ally take off because the 
product is really good. 

Q. What are some of the 
trends in outdoors? 

A. The blending of classic 
performance outdoor de¬ 
sign with a new generation, 
streetwise details and sensi¬ 
bilities. In footwear, a good 
example of nexf genera¬ 
tion design is the Free Hiker 
— a hiking boot that uses 
the newest technical per¬ 
formance materials and 
constructions that is equal¬ 
ly suited for a backcountry 
trail or a fashion-forward 
city street scene. 

Q. What about the trend of 
getting back to nature? 

A. Similar to the rise of 
backpacking and adven¬ 
ture travel in the 1970s, the 
growth in car camping, van 
life, glamping and cultural 
travel are all growing ar¬ 
eas of activity. Experiences 
over possessions. A growth 
in storytelling and expe¬ 
rience-sharing, with ev¬ 
erything documented on 
Facebook or Instagram as 
a means of identifying (and 
being labeled) as an envi- 
ronmenfally-minded, ac¬ 
tive outdoor enthusiast. □ 
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In this March 6,2018 file photo. Police officers secure the area as 
a police tent covers the spot in Salisbury, England, where former 
Russian spy double agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter, Yulia, 
were found critically ill following exposure to a nerve agent. 

Associated Press 


U.S. exempts aviation, 
space exports from 
new Russia sanctions 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration has 
decided to exempt avia¬ 
tion safety and space ex¬ 
ploration technology from 
new sancfions if has levied 
against Russia in connec¬ 
tion with the poisoning of a 
former Russian spy and his 
daughter in Britain. 

The State Department said 
late Friday that products 
related to those sectors will 
not be automatically sub¬ 
jected to an export ban 
that was announced by 
President Donald Trump 
this week. The sanctions 
do include a presumption 
of denial for export licens¬ 
es for items that could be 
used in the production of 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

They also mean the U.S. will 
oppose loans or other assis¬ 
tance to Russia by interna¬ 
tional financial instifutions 
like the World Bank and In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund 
and bar U.S. banks from 
parficipating in non-ruble 
Russian debt financing. 

The export ban and financ¬ 
ing restrictions are part of a 
package of sanctions im¬ 
posed on Russia over the 
March 2018 poisoning of 
Sergei Skripal, a former Rus¬ 
sian military intelligence of¬ 
ficer fumed double agenf 
for Britain, and his visiting 
daughter, Yulia. The pair 
were found unconscious 
on a park bench in the 
British town of Salisbury af¬ 
ter being exposed to the 
nerve agent Novichok. 
They spent weeks in critical 
condition but recovered. 
Russian Finance Minister 
Anton Siluanov played 


down the latest sanctions, 
saying the Russian econ¬ 
omy has already proved 
its resistance to “external 
constraints.” He also said 
that regarding public and 
corporate debt, “we are 
confident that the finan¬ 
cial system we have cre¬ 
ated allows us to meet the 
needs of the budget and 
enterprises.” The new U.S. 
sanctions will take effect 
in September and will re¬ 
main in place for at least 
a year. They can only be 
lifted after that yearlong 
period if the administra¬ 
tion certifies fo Congress 
fhaf Russia has provided 
reliable assurances fhaf if is 
not making preparations to 
use chemical weapons, will 
not use chemical weapons 
in the future, has allowed 
international inspectors to 
verify those assurances, 
and has paid restitution to 
the victims of the Salisbury 
attack.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★ 8/05 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Clipper or galleon 
5 Potpie 
ingredients 
9 Quebec or 
Alberta: abbr. 

13 Lubricated 

15 Torn in two 

16 “Penny 
Beatles hit 

17 Fraternity letter 

18 Law 

20 As light _ 
feather 

21 Floor cleaner 

23 Pinkie, for one 

24 Cain & Martin 

26 “_-fi-fo-fum...” 

27 Wreak havoc on 
29 Clergyman 

32 Linda Lavin’srole 

33 Were the 
Days” 

35 Nickname for 
Margaret 

37 Luxurious 

38 Minimum 

39 Bridge 

40 That girl 

41 Adhesive 

42 Baseball’s Yogi 

43 Druggie 

45 Most rational 

46 “Grand _ Opry” 

47 Repairs 

48 Most popular 
sport worldwide 

51 Have supper 

52 “Zip it!” 

55 Not fated 

58 Adios in Avignon 

60 _ phones; 
Verizon store 
display 

61 Not slack 

62 Bekins employee 

63 Patella’s place 

64 Hard-boiled 
edibles 

65 Peddle 

DOWN 

1 _ pop; soft drink 

2 Rushes 

3 Foolhardy 
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4 Hamster or 
hound 

5 _up; provides 

support for 

6 Suffix for auction 
or profit 

7_so forth; et 
cetera 

8 Hardest to bend 

9 Mercury or Mars 

10 _up; phoned 

11 Singly 

12 Swerve 
14 Wreck 

19 Family tree 
member 
22 Late bedtime 
25 _ other; one 
another 

27 Knocks 

28 Hilo howdy 

29 JFK’s mother 

30 Tyrannical 

31 Backsides 

33 Exam 

34 Head topper 
36 Small fly 

38 Tear roughly 
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39 in the 49 Baker’s need 

Clowns” 50 Composer 

41 _ up; amassed Porter 

42 Feisty rooster 53 Part of the foot 

44 Tame 54 Throw 

45 Aegean or Yellow 56 In the _; like a 

47 Encounters sure thing 

48 Defensive 57 Oaf 

tackle’s coup 59 Tijuana two 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































flDAY 



French inventor Franky Zapata flies near St. Margaret’s beach, 
Dover after crossing the Channel on a flying board Sunday, 
Aug. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 

French hoverboard 
inventor flies over 
the English Channel 

By THOMAS ADAMSON and JASON PARKINSON 
Associated Press 

ST. MARGARET’S BAY, England (AP) — Is it a bird? A plane? 
No, it's a French inventor flying over the English Channel 
on his hoverboard. 

Looking like a superhero, Franky Zapata successfully com¬ 
pleted the famed 35-kilometer (22-mile) journey in just 22 
minutes Sunday morning, reaching speeds of up to 177 
kilometers per hour (110 mph) on the flyboard that has 
made him a French household name. 

Propelled by a power pack full of kerosene, Zapata set 
off from Sangatte in France’s Pas de Calais region and 
landed in St. Margaret's Bay, beyond the white cliffs of 
Dover, in southeast England. He stopped only once, on 
the British side, to refuel his futuristic invention from a boat 
in the choppy waters. 

“I’m feeling happy ... It's just an amazing moment in my 
life," he said in English following his touchdown in Britain. 
“The last 10% (of the flight) was easier ... because I had 
the time to look at the cliffs." 

It was, of course, the record for such a trip: No one else 
has tried to cross the channel in this way. 

It was also a personal record — the furthest distance that 
the 40-year-old, who drew nationwide attention after 
whizzing above European leaders in Paris at Bastille Day 
celebrations, had ever traveled atop his hoverboard.Q 
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FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 29, 2 bedrooms 
$6,000 sat-sat 
week 30 1 bedroom 
$5,000 sat-sat 
Pis call: 742 2576 
e-mail: 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B O V $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Extill 

Website: 


www.conciergerealty.com 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aru ba Ai rport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 7 

Monarch 

Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Endangered list sought for firefly with double-green flash 



This image released by Delaware State University, left, shows 
a rare Bethany Beach Firefly, Oct. 19, 2018, in Dover, Del; and 
an aerial photo taken Tuesday, July 16, 2019, right, in Bethany 
Beach, Del., shows a wooden road built on pilings in one of the 
freshwater wetlands in coastal Delaware where the Bethany 
Beach Firefly, which some environmentalists want added to the 
federal Endangered Species List, has been previously found. 

Associated Press 


By RANDALL CHASE 
Associated Press 
BETHANY BEACH, Del. (AP) 

— Peering through the 
darkness under the faint 
light of a peach-colored 
moon, wildlife biologist Ja¬ 
son Davis spots a telltale 
green flash in the bushes. 
Quick as a flash himself, 
Davis arcs a long-handled 
mesh net through the hu¬ 
mid coastal air, ensnaring 
his tiny target. 

Ignoring the mosquitoes, 
Davis heads to the open 
bed of his pickup truck, 
opens up a notebook-size 
metal testing kit and be¬ 
gins examining his find. Two 
minutes later, he makes his 
pronouncement. 

“That is what I am calling 
bethaniensis,” he declares. 
“Photuris bethaniensis," aka 
the Bethany Beach Firefly, 
was first identified in the 
1950s and has been found 
only in a sliver of southern 
Delaware coastland. Now 
environmental groups are 
shining a beacon on the 
luminescent beetle, whose 
unique habitat is threat¬ 
ened by coastal develop¬ 
ment, sea level rise, inva¬ 
sive plants and insecticides. 
The Center for Biological 
Diversify and fhe Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation, both based 
in Oregon, are pushing for 
the federal Endangered 


Species list to include its first 
firefly. 

Their petition to the De¬ 
partment of Interior says 


the Bethany Beach Firefly 
“is at immediate risk of ex¬ 
tinction” from the “immi¬ 
nent destruction” of much 


of its habitat, noting plans 
to build expensive beach 
homes in one of the larg¬ 
est of the rare freshwater 
swales where the firefly has 
been found. The swales are 
shallow depressions tucked 
among sand dunes and 
fed by underground aqui¬ 
fers and rain water. 

The Bethany Beach Firefly is 
already on Delaware's en¬ 
dangered species list, but 
that only it makes it illegal 
to transport, possess or sell 
them. The state has been 
unable to intervene in the 
development project be¬ 
cause, unlike other states, 
Delaware doesn’t regu¬ 
late most freshwater wet¬ 
lands, which account for 
about 75% of all wetlands 
in Delaware. State environ¬ 
mental secretary Shawn 
Garvin suggests that should 
change. 

“This is just an example of 
why the state would like 
to have some ability to en¬ 
gage in these types of proj¬ 
ects in nontidal wetlands,” 
Garvin said. 

Meanwhile, to avoid hav¬ 
ing to obtain a federal per¬ 
mit from the Army Corps 
of Engineers to dredge or 
fill in the wetland, the de¬ 
veloper of the Breakwater 
Beach project has built an 
elaborate elevated wood¬ 
en cul-de-sac on pilings 
in anticipation of building 


the homes, also perched 
on pilings. “That firefly was 
at the top of my list to do 
a petition for fireflies," said 
Tara Cornelisse, a scientist 
with the Center for Biologi¬ 
cal Diversity. “But when we 
were certain about the de¬ 
velopment going on in one 
of its habitats, that’s when 
we elevated it to an emer¬ 
gency listing.” 

Immediate federal pro¬ 
tection is unlikely, and the 
developer is moving for¬ 
ward with construction. A 
petitioner can request an 
emergency listing, but fed¬ 
eral law does not provide 
for a separate emergency 
process. Guidelines call for 
a decision within 90 days 
on whether a yearlong re¬ 
view is merited to deter¬ 
mine whether action is war¬ 
ranted. Actually getting 
listed can take much lon¬ 
ger still: “I think the average 
is 12 years,” Cornelisse said. 
The petition says the Break¬ 
water Beach development 
is destroying one of only 
seven freshwater swales 
where the firefly was previ¬ 
ously found. 

“They were superabun¬ 
dant in that one spot," said 
Christopher Heckscher, an 
environmental scientist at 
Delaware State University 
who “rediscovered” the 
Bethany Beach Firefly in the 
late 1990s. □ 


Environment concerns add new species to U.S. overfished list 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 

Changes in the environ¬ 
ment, including warming 
waters, are prompting the 
U.S. government to add 
eight populations of fish fo 
ifs federal overfished list, 
scientists with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration said Friday. 


The annual Report to Con¬ 
gress on the Status of U.S. 
Fisheries said two popula¬ 
tions of Chinook salmon 
and three populations of 
coho salmon will be add¬ 
ed fo fhe list. The agency 
is also adding Atlantic big 
eye tuna, Atlantic macker¬ 
el of fhe Gulf of Maine and 
Cape Hatteras and blue 


king crab of Saint Matthew 
Island, Alaska, to the list. 
NOAA adds fish stocks to 
the overfished list when 
their populations become 
too low. That prompts re¬ 
building efforts by man¬ 
agement councils and can 
result in restrictions to com¬ 
mercial fishing. 
Environmenfal changes, 
habifat degradation and 
international fishing pres¬ 


sure contributed to the fall 
in the eight stocks, NOAA 
said in a statement. The 
coho salmon stocks, for 
example, are located in 
Washington state, where 
warmer water, drought or 
degraded habitat made it 
more difficult to spawn. 
“The change in environ¬ 
mental conditions really 
affects stocks like salmon,” 
said Alan Risenhoover, di¬ 


rector of NOAA's Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries. 

Warm water conditions 
could also be affecting the 
growth of the Saint Mat¬ 
thew Island blue king crab, 
NOAA said. Chinook and 
coho salmon have also 
been affected by drought 
and lack of enough water 
for spawning. 

NOAA said the vast major¬ 
ity of fish stocks in the U.S. 
remain at sustainable lev¬ 
els. Less than 18% of the 
stocks for which NOAA has 
determined a status are 
considered overfished. 

The agency also keeps 
a list of stocks that have 
been rebuilt, and the num¬ 
ber increased from 44 to 45 
last year with the addition 
of Gulf of Maine smooth 
skateO 
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Clintons, Moriah Carey turn out for Barbra Streisand concert 



In this Feb. 24, 2019 file photo, Barbra Streisand introduces “BlacKkKIansman” at the Oscars at the 
Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Barbra 
Streisand’s return to New 
York City’s Madison Square 
Garden for the first time in 
13 years attracted figures 
from pop superstar Mariah 
Carey to Bill and Hillary 
Clinton for a concert that 
turned political. 

The iconic singer per¬ 
formed a show-stopping 
concert Saturday night, re¬ 
ceiving standing ovations 
from fans including Carey, 
who showed up to her seat 
as Streisand ended her first 
song of the night. 

Former New York City May¬ 
or David Dinkins, U.S. Rep. 
Jerry Nadler and Rev. Al 
Sharpton also attended 
the show, where Streisand 
was backed by an orches¬ 
tra with more than a dozen 
talented musicians. 

In characteristic fashion, 
Streisand brought politics 
into the concert, warning 
Republicans in the audi¬ 
ence to cover their ears 
before launching into a re¬ 


mixed version of “Send in 
the Clowns" that took jabs 
at President Donald Trump. 
Streisand had covered the 
Stephen Sondheim song for 
“The Broadway Album” in 
1985. 

“Maybe he’s poor, till he 
reveals his returns who 
can be sure, who is this 
clown,” she sang as the 
audience erupted in ap¬ 
plause. “Something's amiss, 

I don’t approve, now that's 
he’s running the free world 
where can we move, 
maybe a town, who is this 
clown?” 

After the song, a photo of 
the White House — with cir¬ 
cus tent on top of it — ap¬ 
peared on the screen, fol¬ 
lowed by Trump in clown 
makeup. An altered ver¬ 
sion of his Time magazine 
2016 Person of the Year 
cover showed him with a 
red nose under the words 
“clown of the year.” 
Streisand, a proud Demo¬ 
crat who has supported the 
Clintons as well as Barack 
Obama, released a song 


last year that questioned 
Trump and pleaded for 
change called “Don’t Lie 
to Me.” 

Streisand thanked the polit¬ 
ical figures in the audience 
for their efforts and said 
she wished she could have 
sung at Hillary Clinton’s in¬ 
auguration like she sang at 


Bill Clinton’s 1993 inaugural 
gala. 

Audience members 

snapped photos and cap¬ 
tured video of the Clintons 
as they exited MSG. Bill 
Clinton went up to Dinkins 
after spotting him in the 
audience, and they em¬ 
braced one another and 


Associated Press 

exchanged words. 

Whoopi Goldberg, Billy 
Crystal, Richard E. Grant, 
Donna Karan, Rosie 
O’Donnell, Sally Field, Ben 
Platt and Beanie Feldstein, 
among other celebrities, 
also made their way to 
midtown Manhattan to 
watch Streisand performO 
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‘Hobbs & Shaw' is No. 1 but trails pace of ‘Fast & Furious’ 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The first 
spinoff of the 18-year-old 
“Fast & Furious” franchise, 
“Flobbs & Shaw,” sped 
away with $180.8 million in 
its worldwide debut, includ¬ 
ing $60.8 million domesti¬ 
cally — a strong opening 
that dethroned “The Lion 
King" after a two-week 
reign at No. 1 but couldn't 
match the box-office pace 
of recent “Fast & Furious" 


films. “Fast & Furious Pres¬ 
ents: Hobbs & Shaw” was 
crafted as a buddy-movie 
left turn for the car-mad 
franchise. It teams two 
franchise regulars, Dwayne 
Johnson's federal agent 
Luke Hobbs and merce¬ 
nary Deckard Shaw (Jason 
Statham), for an adventure 
outside the previous eight 
films. Those will resume in 
May with “Fast & Furious 9." 
The deviation came with a 
slight risk for Universal Pic- 
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows Dwayne 
Johnson, left, and Jason Statham in a scene from “Fast & Furious 
Presents: Hobbs & Shaw.” 


tures. The “Fast & Furious” 
films have developed into 
one of the most bankable 
series in Hollywood. The last 
two entries each grossed 
more than $1 billion. “The 
Fate of the Furious” took in 
$1.2 billion in 2017. “Furious 
7” made $1.5 billion in 2015. 
The opening for “Hobbs & 
Shaw," while right on ex¬ 
pectations, is the smallest 
domestic debut for a “Fast 
& Furious” film since 2006’s 
“The Fast and the Furious: 
Tokyo Drift.” But the $200 


Associated Press 

million release is aiming 
to do its largest damage 
abroad; it grossed $120 mil¬ 
lion internationally over the 
weekend. That’s without 
China, where “Fast & Furi¬ 
ous” films have excelled. It 
opens there August 23. 

Jim Orr, distribution chief for 
Universal, pointed to strong 
audience response, across 
demographics, to “Hobbs 
& Shaw” as evidence of its 
widespread support and 
playability as a crowd- 
pleaser through the dol¬ 


drums of August. While the 
film scored a 67% fresh rat¬ 
ing on Rotten Tomatoes, 
audiences gave it a 90%. 
The CinemaScore was A- 
minus. “It’s super encour¬ 
aging and really tells about 
how broad this franchise 
plays,” said Orr. “We are 
obviously all extraordinarily 
excited to see this home¬ 
grown ‘Fast & Furious’ fran¬ 
chise break out down an¬ 
other avenue." “The Lion 
King” slid to second in its 
third weekend with $38.2 
million. The Disney remake 
earlier this week crossed $1 
billion worldwide, becom¬ 
ing the fourth Disney movie 
this year to do so. It joins 
“Avengers: Endgame,” 

“Aladdin” and “Captain 
Marvel” in that club, with 
“Toy Story 4” ($959.3 mil¬ 
lion) poised to soon join 
them. Not accounting for 
inflation, this “Lion King" 
($1,195 billion) has now out- 
grossed the 1994 original 
($968.5 million). □ 


‘The Rookie’ star alleges sexual 
harassment, discrimination 


NEW YORK (AP) — Afton 
Williamson, star of the ABC 
crime series “The Rookie,” 
says she’s quitting the show 
because of sexual harass¬ 
ment and racial discrimina¬ 
tion she experienced dur¬ 
ing the show’s first season. 
In an Instagram post 
Sunday, Williamson said 
throughout the filming of 
the show’s pilot, “I expe¬ 
rienced racial discrimina¬ 
tion/racially charged inap¬ 
propriate comments from 
the hair department." 

She said the treatment 
worsened when she was 
sexually harassed by a re¬ 
curring guest star, bullied 
by executive producers 
and ultimately was sexually 
assaulted by a crew mem¬ 
ber at a wrap party. 
Representatives for ABC 
did not respond to messag¬ 
es Sunday. 

A representative for Wil¬ 
liamson didn’t immediately 
respond to messages seek¬ 
ing further details on the 
actress's claims, or whether 
the alleged sexual assault 
was reported to the police. 
Williamson also was highly 



This Sept. 8, 2019, file photo shows Afton Williamson attending 
the PaleyFest Fall TV Previews of “The Rookie” at The Paley 
Center for Media in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


critical of how her claims 
were handled by showrun- 
ner and executive produc¬ 
er Alexi Hawley. 

Williamson said she filed re¬ 
ports on the incidents but 
they weren't seriously in¬ 
vestigated by the network 
or shared by Hawley with 
other producers. 

“After my initial report of 
sexual harassment, I was 
assured that the actor 
would be fired,” said Wil¬ 
liamson of the guest star. “I 
was also asked to film with 


Associated Press 

him the very next day as a 
courtesy to the script, even 
though we had not begun 
filming the episode yet.” 
Representatives for Haw¬ 
ley didn’t immediately re¬ 
spond to messages Sun¬ 
day. 

Williamson co-starred in the 
Los Angeles-based ABC 
drama, a co-production 
between ABC Studios and 
Entertainment One. 

In the show, Nathan Fil- 
lion stars as a rookie police 
officer.Q 
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Bugaioe Beach Bar fie Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaioe serves up. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaioe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10-11pm, Follow your tapping feet down 
to the musk where smiles and fun await you! 
Reservations are recommended. 


6ALQE 


loin Bugaioe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaioe Beach Bar & Grill. 


Crazy Fish 


Kevin Spacey reads poem about 
forsaken boxer at Rome museum 



In this Oct. 27, 2017 file photo, Kevin Spacey presents the award 
for excellence in television at the BAFTA Los Angeles Britannia 
Awards in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Actor Kev¬ 
in Spacey read a poem 
about a worn-out and de¬ 
jected boxer during an 
unexpected performance 
at a Rome museum Fri¬ 
day night, weeks after a 
criminal sexual misconduct 
case against him collapsed 
in Massachusetts. 

Spacey’s appearance at 
the National Roman Mu¬ 
seum was not publicly an¬ 
nounced in advance. The 
museum had posted a 
cryptic notice on its web¬ 
site saying a two-time Os¬ 
car winner would be read¬ 
ing works by Italian poet 
Gabriele Tinti during a rare 
evening event -- but didn't 
name the person. 

During the reading, Spacey 
stood next to an ancient 
Greek bronze statue of a 
battered fighter while recit¬ 
ing Tinti’s “The Boxer.” The 
poem is about a fighter left 
bleeding at ringside, cast 


aside despite previous glory 
Anyone familiar with the 
rapid downward course 
of the former “House of 
Cards” actor’s career after 
sexual misconduct allega¬ 
tions were made against 
him in 2017 would have an 
easy time finding meaning 
between the lines. 

Video clips published in 
Italian media and by U.S. 
news site The Daily Beast 
show Spacey dramatically 
intoning the verses, includ¬ 
ing one reading: “The more 
you are wounded, the 
greater you are. And the 
more empty you are. They 
used me for their entertain¬ 
ment, fed on shoddy stuff. 
Life was over in a moment." 
Barbie Latza Nadeau, The 
Daily Beast’s Rome corre¬ 
spondent, said four jour¬ 
nalists were invited to the 
reading and promised sit- 
down interviews with Spac¬ 
ey that did not materialize. 
“Everyone in the tiny room 
was left speechless by 


Spacey's unapologetic 
performance. By the time 
it was over, a bigger crowd 
had gathered outside, and 
he read the whole poem 
again to them,” Latza 
Nadeau wrote. 

She said the most poignant 
parts of the reading came 
near the end, when he 
read the lines “You have 
to suck the heart of a hero 
as long as it beats” and “I 
shook the country, made 
the arenas vibrate, tore my 
opponents to shreds. I lit up 
the darkness, collected in¬ 
sults, compelled applause. 
Not everyone knew how to 
do this." 

Tinti wrote “The Boxer" sev¬ 
eral years before sexual ha¬ 
rassment and assault in Hol¬ 
lywood crystallized into the 
scandal that cost Spacey 
and others work and their 
reputations. The poet told 
The Daily Beast he sent the 
poem to Spacey through a 
friend but never expected 
him to give a public read¬ 


ing. The poem has been 
read at museums before, 
by actor Robert Davi at the 
J. Paul Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles and by Italian ac¬ 
tor Franco Nero at the Na¬ 
tional Roman Museum. 
Prosecutors in Massachu¬ 
setts last month dropped 
an indecent assault and 
battery charge against 
Spacey after the accuser 
invoked his Fifth Amend¬ 
ment right not to testify 
about text messages the 


Associated Press 

defense claimed were de¬ 
leted. The man had ac¬ 
cused the actor of getting 
him drunk and groping him 
when he was an 18-yaer- 
old busboy at a Nantucket 
restaurant. 

The former “House of 
Cards" star is still being in¬ 
vestigated in London and 
Los Angeles over several 
allegations and faces a 
federal lawsuit alleging 
he assaulted a massage 
therapist.^ 
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San Francisco curbs waste with public toilets, ‘poop patrol' 


By JANIE HAR 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The sidewalks surrounding 
Ahmed Al Barak’s corner 
market in one of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s roughest neigh¬ 
borhoods are filled with 
cardboard, used syringes 
and homeless people who 
have nowhere safe to go 
at night. 

But Al Barak says it’s an 
improvement from a year 
ago, before fhe city posted 
a portable toilet across the 
street from his business in 
the city’s Tenderloin district. 
He no longer regularly sees 
people relieve themselves 
in broad daylight, and he 
does not see as much feces 
and urine on the streets. In 
his opinion, it’s the one 
bright spot in a city where 
taxes are too high. 

“We used to have a disaster 
here. I used to call the city 
all the time to come and 
clean, because they don't 
know where to go,” he 
said, recalling one woman 
in particular who shrugged 
at him in a “what can you 
do?” gesture as she squat¬ 
ted to pee. 

San Francisco started its 
“Pit Stop” program in July 
2014 with public toilets in 
the city’s homeless-heavy 
Tenderloin, after children 
complained of dodg¬ 
ing human waste on their 
way to school. Today, the 
staffed bathrooms have 
grown from three to 25 lo¬ 
cations, and the program 
has expanded to Los Ange¬ 
les. In May, the toilets in San 
Francisco recorded nearly 
50,000 flushes, all logged by 
attendants. 

The condition of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s streets has been a 
source of embarrassment 
to city leaders, and clean¬ 
ing up is not cheap. The 
city received nearly 27,000 
requests for feces removal 
in the most recent fiscal 
year, although not all are 
human. 

Mayor London Breed last 
year announced the for¬ 
mation of a special six- 
person “poop patrol" team 
where each cleaner earns 
more than $70,000 a year. 
Advocates say steam 
cleaning requests have 
dropped in areas surround¬ 
ing some of the public toi¬ 



In this photo taken July 18, 2019, Nelson Butler, right, greets Lester “Smokey” Williams at one of the 
25 “Pit Stop” locations in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


lets. The mayor signed a 
budget Thursday that in¬ 
cludes more than $9 million 
for the Pit Stop toilets this 
year, up from $5 million last 
fiscal year. San Francisco 
will add seven new bath¬ 
rooms in a city where a 
one-night count of home¬ 
less people grew 17% in the 
past two years. 

The toilets each cost an av¬ 
erage of $200,000 a year to 
operate, with most of the 
money going to staffing 
and overhead. 

Some of the bathrooms are 
permanent fixtures, while 
others are portables with 
two toilets that are trucked 
in and out. The stops have 


receptacles for used sy¬ 
ringes and dog waste. At¬ 
tendants who are paid the 
city's minimum wage of 
$16 an hour check after ev¬ 
ery use and knock on doors 
to make sure people are 
not doing drugs or other il¬ 
licit activity. The bathrooms 
must shine or they do not 
open. The staffing is whaf 
makes a foilef a Pif Stop, 
and the work is usually 
done by men coming out 
of prison offer decades be¬ 
hind bars. 

The “practitioners" stand 
guard at some of society's 
bleakest intersections of 
poverty, addiction and 
mental illness, says Lena 


Miller, founder of nonprofit 
Hunters Point Family and 
its spinoff. Urban Alchemy, 
which staffs the Pit Stops in 
San Francisco and Los An¬ 
geles. They prevent over¬ 
doses, break up fights and 
greet regulars, she says. 
“Really what we're doing is 
we’re creating this space 
where people know that 
they can walk into it, and 
it’s going to smell good. 
It’s going to look good,” 
Miller said. “There won’t 
be trash everywhere, and 
they're safe. And I think 
that makes all the differ¬ 
ence in fhe world." Nelson 
Butler was a 19-year-old Los 
Angeles gangster when he 
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An attendant exits a “Pit Stop” public toilet on Sixth Street, Thursday, Aug. 1,2019, in San Francisco. 
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went to prison for 30 years 
for killing a person. Butler 
was released last year from 
San Quentin State Prison, 
scared and apprehensive 
and in need of a job. He 
went to work at a Pit Stop. 
Technically, his job was 
to prevent drug use in the 
bathrooms and make sure 
homeless people didn't set 
up camp. 

“The reality is I’m a security 
guard. I was a babysitter, I 
was a social worker, I was 
a counselor. I did a lot of 
things that was not neces¬ 
sarily in the scope of my job 
description, but this is my 
community," Butler said. 
“So my thought was, if I saw 
somebody that needed 
help, that’s why I’m there 
— to help.” 

Homelessness has surged 
throughout California, and 
cities are struggling to open 
more bathrooms. Officials 
are considering adding 
porf-a-poffies and special 
loos designed by the city of 
Portland, Oregon, and ex¬ 
panding hours of restrooms 
in government buildings. 
Sacramento, which is in a 
county where a one-night 
count of the homeless in¬ 
creased 19% in two years, 
tried a Pit Stop but stopped 
after a few months be¬ 
cause it cost too much. 

Los Angeles Councilmem- 
ber Mike Bonin initially 
thought the stops too pric¬ 
ey, but he now understands 
that having someone to 
watch over the bathrooms 
has its upsides. Los Angeles 
saw a 16% increase over a 
year in its one-night count 
of homeless, to 36,000. 

“I heard from everyone, 
from people affiliated 
with law enforcement, 
from people who live in 
the neighborhood, from 
homeless advocates, from 
people who are homeless 
themselves, that it's im¬ 
portant to have a staff to 
make sure they stay clean 
and free of destruction or 
abuse,” he said. 

Down the street from 
Ahmed Al Barak's corner 
market is Aref Elgaali’s Z 
Zoul, a Sudanese cafe. 
The public bathroom by 
his eatery has helped, he 
says, but it closes too early, 
and there should be many 
more of the toiletsO 













